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Greetings from the Squeaky Roll Top Desk:  

 

     As soon as we got  the f irs t  i ssue in  the  mai l  we  

immediately s tar ted working on this  i ssue.  We rece ived a lot  

of good feedback on the  re -s tar t  o f the Microbibliophile .  I  

hope  tha t  everyone  do es enjoy our  ongoing journey through 

the wor ld o f miniature books.  Several  readers offered  

suggest ions regarding the  type  font ,  page layout ,  photos,  and  

proofreading.  I  wi l l  t ry  to  address and explore al l  o f these op tions  over  the next  

several  i ssues.  The fir s t  i tem tha t  we are tweaking is  the  ‘Table o f Contents’ .   

     A superb co llect ion of miniature books ar r ived and  are  inc luded  in our  review 

sec tion this month along wi th  three  grea t  ar t ic les by people tha t  have  a l i fet ime o f  

experience in the wor ld  of miniature books .   Another  grea t  addi t ion to  this issue is  a  

‘review repr int ’ o ffered  as a  means to  help  out  our  fr iends at  the Concord Public  

Library,  be cer tain to  read ‘ The Concord Fight’ .  The  main purpose  of each book 

review is the shar ing of informatio n about newly publ ished books wi th the readership.  

Therefore ,  please send your  new minis in for  review.  We wi l l  re turn or  purchase any 

book upon request  and profess ional  discounts are always  welcomed.  M y great  

grandfather  was a  farmer and horse dea ler  in t he  old country,  so  a  ‘dea l ’  always  make  

the day a bet ter  day.  I  was surpr ised that  we d id  not  receive  any ar t ic les  for  the ‘Meet 

the Collector ’ monthly feature,  I  am wai t ing… Remember I  can only include what you 

send me,  don’t  be shy,  keep connected ,  you are the readers ,  you are the customer.  

     We do have a job opening at  the  Microb ib… edi tor ial  o ffices .  There  i s  cer tainly a  

good amount  o f book auction ac tivi ty  going on accord ing to  the auct ion ads .  I  would 

l ike  to  report  auc tion ac tivi ty for  minia ture bo oks and  help  everyone unders tand  a bi t  

more about the ‘ask and  bid’ value associa ted wi th miniatures.  Is  there a  reader  tha t  

fo l lo ws this ac t ivi ty and could de tai l  the highlights for  future issues o f the  

Microb ibl iophi le?  No sa lary or  benefi t s  but  we wi l l  have a grea t  summer picnic fo r  al l  

of the s ta ff and  cont r ibutors  to  the Microbibl iophi le .  

     P lease feel  free to  contac t  me via email  or  snail  mai l ,  and let  me know your  

thoughts,  ideas,  and/or  suggestions ,  concerning future issues inc luding educat ional  

presenta t ions or  ar t ic les  you bel ieve should be shared.  I  hope that  everyone  enjoys our  

ongoing journey through the world o f  minia ture books.  Thank you.     

 

Enjoy reading  the  Microbibl iophile ,     

Email: editor@microbibliophile77.com 

mailto:editor@microbibliophile77.com
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Food For Thought: 

 

“Books are the  oldest  and most  constant  of  friends,  they are the most  accessible 

and wisest  of  counselors,  and the most  pat ient  of  teachers. ”  George Eliot   

 
 

Miniature Book Reviews: 
 

         Medieva l  Labours  was created a t  the stud io of Mar ian and Stephen Byrne,  The  

Final  Score,  previously of West  Yorkshire,  England ,  and recently moved  to  Sorbie ,  

Sco tland.  Fir st ,  le t  me  wish you the  best  o f  luck in  your  new home.  As I  previously  

descr ibed  in our  January iss ue wi th Shakespeare’s Birds ,  Medieval  Labours  i s  ye t  

ano ther  special  edi t ion tha t  moves one through a  monthly chronicle  o f l i fe’s dai ly 

work in another  t ime.  The book i s  presented  wi th twelve hand pa inted scenes,  on 

ve llum,  one for  each month of the year  a nd each depic t ing a task which sometimes i s  

simple but  nevertheless par t  o f a  day’s  labor .  As  an example,  t he  painting for  January 

depic ts  a  baker  walking a tray of steaming hot  freshly bake d  loaves  back to  the main 

ki tchen.  The pa int ing i tsel f  is  extremely de tai led  and viewed  thru a  gold leaf vignette  

border  tr immed wi th seasonal  hol ly berr ies.  

     As the vo lume progresses through the seasons of the year  one  cont inues the 

journey wi th May’s  i l lus trat ion  dep ic t ing a 13 t h  century spr ing song,  wi th frui t  t re es  

in  gent le  p ink b looms.  September  i s  captured in an apple harvest  scene a long wi th a  

recipe for  app le muse.  The volume cont inues wi th each page pa inted in  such fine  

deta i l  tha t  you are drawn back in  t ime and a t  least  my imaginat ion can put  me into  the 

scene.  December concludes the journey wi th a  scene presented  from the ins ide a  warm 

ki tchen wi th po ts and pans stacked up  the  wall  bordering the view ,  in the distance of  a  

man and his  horse ga ther ing wood.  The book cont inues wi th each page painted in such 

f ine de ta i l  tha t  you are drawn back in  t ime and ,  a t  leas t  th is  author ’s imagina tion,  put  

into  the scene.  

     The  pr inted text  i s  c lear  and i s  wel l  presented wi thin the scale o f the  paint ings.  

The sec tions are sewn on cords  laced into  oak boards which are c overed  in leather .   

There a re 5  deluxe  red leather  bound copies o f Medieva l  Labours  as  well  as 25  

standard b indings,  in tan c loth bind ing wi th an inset  p ic ture,  in the press run.  The 

cover  decorat ion is  a  small  ye t  del ica te  go ld imprint  o f a  bloo ming f lowe r .  The book’s 

size is  j ust  2  5/8  inches tal l  and 2  inches wide .  The workmanship of  the  paint ings i s  

wi thout co mpromise  making  Medieval  Labours  cer tainly,  ‘a  job wel l  done’ .  Future  

work from Mar ian and  Stephen wi l l  inc lude ‘Book Making in Medieval  T imes’  and 

‘Shakespeare to  Music’ (The exact  t i t les are  not  ye t  decided upon) .  

     

     Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n :  S t ep h en  an d  Ma r ia n  Byrn e  +44 -0 1 9 88 -8 5 0 38 2 ,  Castleton Wigtown Road,  Sorbie, 

Wigtownshire   DG8 8EL Scotland,  email: sb@finalscore.demon.co.uk 

http://webmail.verizon.com/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/sb@finalscore.demon.co.uk%22
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          _______________________________________________________________ 

                      Stunning examples of  the treasures to  b e found within  

         Shakespeare’s Birds                                                        Medieval  Labours    
 

 

The South-West ,  by Peter  and Donna Tho mas ,  2010.   We reviewed the Gipsy  Caravan ,  

in  the  las t  i ssue of  the  Microb ibl iophi le ,  this  i ssue br ings ye t  ano ther  minia ture book 

which highl ights the journeys  o f  the  Wander ing Book Art is t s  through the United 

Sta tes dur ing the summer of  2010.  The  t i t le  presents that  por t ion of  the journey 

through the southwestern states .  The book i s  an accord ion s tyle  presenta t ion wi th st i f f  

cover  boards and sixteen pages each pr inted on Peter ’s handmade paper .  The cover  

boards are done in a  muted green colored paper  which i s  ba lanced wi th  the pale 

ye llo w page co lor ,  a f f ixed to  the cover  is  a  smal l  i l lustrat ion of the native regional  

plant ,  the  beavertai l  cac tus .  The hand co lored i l lustrat ions  move s one  along the 

wander ing t rai l  through Red Rocks ,  in to  Monument Val ley,  the Canonlands,  and  

Arches National  Parks and then C anyon de Chelly i l lus tra t ing some of the best  s ights 
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in  the  National  Park sys tem. Each view unfolds across two pages so the scope  of the 

landscape i s  captured wi thin  a  combination  of  paper ,  co lor ,  and i l lus trat ive  content  

so ski l l ful ly completed by Donna.  Makes me want  to  hi tch up my horse  and  get  on the  

trai l .  The south -west  i s  such a big par t  o f the Uni ted States and wi th so much to  see  

ye t  so  ski l l ful ly cap tured by these ar t i sans .  The end  pages a re decora ted wi th  an 

i l lus tra t ion of  a  “petroglyph” .  Petro glyphs are  images which are incised  into  rock,  an 

example o f ‘pre wr it ten language  communica tions’,  fro m approximately 10,000 B.C.E.  

What makes the ones used in The South-West  more interes t ing for  this reader  is  tha t  

each pe troglyph i s  co lored wi th ear th  p igment collected  in Utah.  

     All  in a l l ,  ano ther  wonder ful  miniature book,  very professional ly executed  wi th 

l i t t le  text  but  te l l ing a  great  s tory  through the  eyes o f  the  i l lustrator  and book maker  

about a  unique par t  o f America by a  unique  and great  tea m of book ar t is t s .   

     I  wi l l  provide a  quote from Peter  and  Donna’s web page which rea l ly  sums up the 

effor t  tha t  goes into  a  book l ike  South-West ,  “Being a book ar t i st  i s  more than just  

making books;  i ts  l iv ing and brea thing them. I t ’ s  about becoming s o involved with  the  

subject  matter  tha t  the physical  at tr ibutes o f the book revea l  themselves.  I t ’s  about 

l i stening to  the mater ia ls  invoke the proper  text .  I t ’s  about loving those mater ia ls  and 

kno wing them so well  that  we feel  the ir  des ire  to  be used in  the  book we are making.”  

Thank you Peter  and  Donna ,  I  am wait ing for  the next  book to  add the next  page of 

the journey map .  The  South-West  is  a  great  addi t ion for  your  l ibrary.  2  1 /4” tal l  and x 

1  3/4” wide ,  50 cop ies in the press run,  each numbered $55.   

     

      Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  Pe t e r  a n d  Do n na  Th o ma s ,  2 60  1 5 t h  S t ree t ,  S a nta  Cru z ,  CA 9 5 0 62  

www2 .cru z io . co m/~p e t e ra n ddo n n a  o r  ema i l :  p e t e ra n dd o nna @cru z io . co m   

 

 

     A Knight in Armor ,  by Pat  Sweet,  T he Bo Press Miniature Books,  2011.  Quot ing 

from the opening page “Sure ly the most  p ic turesque  symbol o f the middle ages is  “the  

knight  in shining armor ” .   When this minia ture book arr ive d  in the mai l  and  I  opened  

the wrapping my impression was the same ; ‘a  knight  in shining armor’ .   Pat  Sweet is  

the author ,  the publisher  and the  i l lustrator .  The book is  presented wi th a  translucent  

dust  jacket  so as to  al low the pat tern o f the binding ,  done in marbled  paper ,  to  be 

vis ible  through the dust  jacke t .  The marbl ed  paper  was produced by Laura Bere tt i  o f 

‘Marbeled Arts’ in Florence,  I taly.  The dust  jacket  for  the book i s  finely pr inted  on 

the face and sp ine of  the  jacket .  This is  the  fir st  book that  Pat  as  produced wi th a  dust  

jacke t ,  the end resul t  is  a  per fect  co mplement to  the enti re  presenta t ion of the book.  

Qui te  an impress ive opening visua l  e ffec t .  The  book is  per fect ly i l lus tra ted wi th 

success ive s tanding images  o f  a  knight  and as the reader  turns the var ious pages  the  

knight  becomes the knight  in shining armor.  Each seceding transparent  over lay page,  

there are 21 colored overlay pages ,  provides an addit iona l  component o f  the a rmor se t  

mailto:peteranddonna@cruzio.com
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for  the knight .  The ent ire  process cal led ‘accomplishing’  by Shakespeare was 

des igned to  protect  the  knight  from injury on the  fie ld  o f bat t le .  Coordina ted text  

pages  explain the intr ica te  f i t t ing and use  o f each p iece of  the over lapp ing armor  se t .  

The image of the knight  becomes ‘ready for  bat t le’  as you turn the pages.  The fi rs t  

page descr ibes the long woolen hose ,  des igned to  cushion the weight  o f the armor and 

progresses wi th a l l  o f  the individual  par ts  o f armor set  t i l l  the f ina l  headpiece ,  ca l led 

the ‘sa l le t ’  is  put  in place.   The image of  the  knight  becomes ‘ready for  batt le ’ as  you 

turn the pages.  A Knigh t  in   Armor  i s  an ingenious presenta t ion of  a  very complex 

process.  

     A Knight  in  Armor  was produced using a 24 lb .  paper  for  the  text  pages and the 

over lays  a re done  on a 29 lb .  CTI GlamaNatural  Clear  product .  The t i t les  are crea ted 

using a Blacklet ter  font ,  10 pt .  whi le  the text  i s  done  in a  Fontin  font ,  6  pt .  a l l  pr inted 

on an inkjet  pr inter .  The  endpapers are a lso finished  wi th a  paper  done in  tones o f 

beige,  b rown,  and gold  to  coordina te wi th the cover  papers.  F inal ly,  a  specia l  

signature  page i s  a lso  provided,  wi th each copy signed by Pat  Sweet.  A Knigh t  in  

Armor  contains 114 pages wi th a  total  o f  48 i l lustrat ions ,  2  1/4” tal l  and  x 1  1/2”  

wide ,  an open edi t ion,  $55 (shipping inc luded) .   

     In c losing,  I  have  to  say tha t  a f ter  reading  the book I  had to  vis i t  the  Bo  Press 

Miniature Books web s i te  to  see the add it ional  i tems Pat  Sweet  has created ,  just  

amazing.   This i s  one of  the joys  o f the wor ld o f  miniature books  for  me,  wi thout the 

Microb ibl iophi le  I  might never  have had the joy  of seeing this body of work.  Pat  h as 

published s ixty miniatures as  well  as thir ty - three micro minia tures,  a  very crea tive 

accomplishment for  sure .  

     

      Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  Pa t  S wee t ,  2 3 1  Ea s t  B la in e  S t ree t ,  R i ve rs id e ,  CA 9 2 50 7 ,         

www.b op ressmin ia tu reb oo ks . co m  o r  ema i l :  i n f o @bo p ressmin ia tu reb oo ks . co m  

 

 

     ABC ,  by Barbara Brear ,  B.  B.  Miniatures ,  2009.  Alphabet  books  are  a lways  a  

popular  genre  o f book and to  those   co llect ions  comes  this  micro minia ture .  The book 

is  i s  but  5/8”  ta l l  and 7/8” wide but  contained within i ts  c overs are 26 perfec t  co lored 

i l lus tra t ions and  text  to  exp la in the a lphabet .  ‘A’ i s  def ined as Apple,  ‘S’ i s  for  

Snowman,  we can cer ta inly re late  to  tha t  th is  winter ,  and ‘Z’ i s  for  the song of the 

bumble bees.  The  book i s  cr i sply pr inted on a  whi te  90  gra m Novatech  paper ,  and  i s  

bound wi th the finest  very thin dark green lea ther .  Appl ied to  the cover  page i s  a  cut  

paper  ‘t i t le  p la te ’ done in pale ye l low color  to  match the background of each of the 26  

i l lus tra t ions.  Included  are color  coord inated green marb led endpapers.   

     The  qual i ty and the craft smanship of ABC  i s  superb .  The corners are  fo lded as  

f inely as a  large volume  would be,  the pages  are  tr immed to  per fect ion,  and  the book 

‘operates’  as i f  i t  was  a  large fo rmat book,  one  can ac tual ly open the  b ook and lay i t  

mailto:info@bopressminiaturebooks.com
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f lat  whi le  turning the pages.  The pr int ing i s  done on a d igi tal  press -  Kodak NexPress 

by the  PaperChefs company in Franschoek,  South Afr ica.   A great  addi t ion to  the dol l  

house or  maybe  you have a co llect ion of alphabet  books .  There are 60 copies in the 

press run,  al l  numbered and  s igned by Barbara ,  $30.  

 

        Contact information: Barbara Brear, B.B. Miniatures, 3 Uitgift Street, Somerset West 7130, South Africa; 

 h t t p : / /www.b b min ia tu res .h omes t ea d . co m email: bbminiatures@yahoo.com 

 

 

     Spel ls  and  Pot ions ,  by Barbara Brear ,  B .B.  Miniatures ,  2009.  The t i t le  i s  a lmost  

myster ious,  and invites  the reader  to  explore fur ther  into  the book to  see what  might 

be discovered.  Another  micro miniature book ,  7 /8” ta l l  and 5 /8” wide bound in very 

delicate  and f ine ly assembled lea ther  wi th a  faux French bind ing The top of the cover  

has a  smal l  c ircular  tooled area wi th a  t iny  red decora tion,  se t  l ike  a   jewel  into  the  

cover .  The text  pr int ing is  excep tional ly cr i sp an d clear .  Each pa ir  o f pages inc ludes a  

color  i l lus tra t ion of  an herb as wel l  as the text  explaining the ‘spe ll ’  or  cure t hat  i s  

assoc iated with  the  herb ,  and the book operates per fec tly as  you turn the  pages.  

     Accord ing to  one page,  to  ‘soo th an ir r i ta ted  tee thing baby’  one  would  hea t  some 

honey,  add a few drops of lemon,  mix this up wi th  a  few crushed peppermint  leaves 

and  rub i t  on the gums of the baby ,  quiet  should return in a  few minutes.   

     Should you rece ive  a  wasp st ing in  the  throa t ,  I  guess  the  l i t t le  beast  could have 

been hid ing in  the  sof t  d r ink can;  chew on a raw sha llo t ,  ‘keep the juice  in your  mouth 

as long as possib le.  These are but  a  sample  o f the thi r ty - two cures or  spe ll s  that  

embel l i sh the pages o f this t iny tome.  

     The  bind ing i s  f inished wi th bro wn and beige  marbled  endpapers that  complement 

i t s  bro wn leather  bind ing.   The pr int ing i s  done on a digita l  press -  Kodak NexPress 

by the  PaperChefs company in Franschoek,  South Afr ica.   A do llhouse book or  

cer tainly smal l  enough to  kee p in  the  fir s t  a id  box.  There are 96  copies  in  the  press 

run,  al l  numbered and s igned  by Barbara $30 .   
 

        Contact information: Barbara Brear, B.B. Miniatures, 3 Uitgift Street, Somerset West 7130, South Africa; 

 h t t p : / /www.b b min ia tu res .h omes t ea d . co m email: bbminiatures@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbminiatures.homestead.com/
mailto:bbminiatures@yahoo.com
http://www.bbminiatures.homestead.com/
mailto:bbminiatures@yahoo.com
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Miniature Books  Then and Now ,   by Julian Edison  

 

     Minia ture books have been a par t  o f our  l ives for  a  long t im e.  In  one  sense  we 

could say tha t  the Babylonian tablets o f 2 -3 ,000 years BCE were the f ir st  miniature 

books.  Many of those c lay tab le ts  were small ,  and they cer tainly conta ined  

information to  be read.  Miniature manuscr ipts,  some beauti ful ly i l luminated,  w ere 

made in  medieval  and Renaissance per iods .  

     The f ir st  p r inted minia ture books in codex form, as we know books today,  

appeared afte r  the invention of pr int ing by Gutenberg in about the year  1450.   There  

were about a  dozen incunabula (books pr inted be fore 1501)  produced in the 15th 

century.  

     As one might expect ,  product ion of t iny books increased in each succeeding 

century but  slo wly.   At the beginning of the 19 th century such books began appearing 

in  earnes t .  The f irs t  children 's  books  came in  the  ear ly 1800s ,  fol lowed by year ly 

almanacs in  England,  France and  Germany,  and the P icker ing c lassics in the 1820s,  

for  example.   And in the  mid -century a  profusion of rel igious books,  inc lud ing small  

thumb bib les,  which were made for  very prac tica l  reasons ,  appeared.  With this 

increase in the number o f t i t les p roduced came collect ing.  

     I t  wasn ' t  unti l  the beginning of the 20 th century tha t  minia ture book output  

exp loded.  David Bryce in England produced his famous The Smalles t  English 

Dic tionary  In  The World  around 1900 in  so me 100,000 copies.  Other  t i t les came fro m 

Bryce as wel l .  The Miniature Dict ionary Publ ishers in New York produced large 

quanti t ies  o f Dic tionaries,  B ibles and Class ics in  the 1920s.  

     Accord ing to  The History  of  Min iature Books ,  by Doris Welch,  publ ished in 1986 

af ter  her  death,  major  kno wn co llect ions  o f miniature books were no t  in  evidence 

before the 19th century.   But by the 1920s co llect ing had picked up substant ial ly.  

Wilbur  Macey Stone of  New Jersey had some 50  miniatures by 1 923.   Franklin D.  

Roosevelt ,  whi le  Governor  of  New York,  co llected many examples.  James D.  

Henderson began his col lec t ing interest  during this per iod  as wel l .  

     I t  was Henderson who star ted off the f ir st  20 th Century boom with his publ icat ion 

of the News-Letters o f  the LXIVMOS .  According to  Rober t  Bradbury in his 

monumenta l  book,  Twentie th  Century United Sta tes Minia ture Books ,  i t  was  the 

Newslet ter s,  pub lished in 21 i ssues  from 1927 to  1929,  which was the fir st  per iod ica l  

dedica ted to  miniature  books.  T his journal  “played a key role  in st imulat ing interes t  

in  col lect ing and publishing this  genre in the Uni ted States…"  

     Bradbury la ter  ci tes the second  boom as a  Renaissance in miniature book 

publishing and co llect ing that  began when Achil le  J .  St .  Ong e  publ ished the f irs t  issue  

of the Miniature Book Collector .  This journal ,  so  cal led the MBC, came out  in only 

eight  i ssues.  I t  was edi ted by Ruth Adomeit  o f  Cleveland who went on to  accumulate  a  
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collect ion of over  10,000 vo lumes that  i s  no w at  the Lil ly L ibrary at  Ind iana 

Univers i ty in Bloo mington,  Ind iana.  

     Almost  suddenly,  publishing boo med.   The ear ly 1960 ’s saw The  Black Cat Press 

and  Schori  Press o f Chicago,  Hil l side Press  o f New Hampshire,  Dawson's Book Shop 

of Los Angeles,  REM Minia tures o f Conn ect icut ,  and the Press  o f the Indiana Kid of  

Nappanee,  Ind iana  who were col lec t ively responsib le for  almost  500 min iature t i t les 

on al l  so r ts  o f subjec ts .  

     There were many o ther  publ ishers at  th is  t ime,  inc luding severa l  producing dol l  

house s ized books,  one inch in he ight ,  such as Mir iam Irwin 's  Mosaic Press,  

Borrowers Press,  Barbara Raheb '  s  Pennyweight  Press,  and Jack Levien 's  Trader  Press.    

     Then in 1983 Mir iam Irwin assembled more  than 50 minia ture book publ ishers and  

collectors at  her  fami ly farm in Tipp City,  Ohio.  Out o f  this  group was  born the 

Miniature Book Society which has grown to  be a  group of  microbib liophi le  

af ic ionados from al l  over  the world .   I t s  informa tive website  i s  www. mbs.org.  

Moreover ,  The Minia ture Book Socie ty Newsle t ter  as wel l  as the Miniature  Book 

News are journa ls  publ ished severa l  t imes dur ing the year  that  yie ld  more 

information.  The major  publishers ment ioned previously are no longer  a round or  

publishing.  There are  no  other  s imi lar  A mer ican presses,  us ing let terpress pr int ing,  

producing large edi t ions  of 300  or  more  copies.    

     Gradually,  over  t ime,  miniature books produced by pr ivate presses have taken 

their  place.  A new and  popular  genre,  books -as-ar t ,  beginning in the 1980s,  was  a lso  

spawned.   These are books produced in  smal l  quanti t ies ,  from 25 copies down to  ‘one 

of a  kind’ ,  tha t  a re bas ical ly works o f three -dimensional  ar t .   There i s  currently an 

Annual  Co mpet i t ion and  result ing cata logue,  both sponsored by the Miniature Book  

Society,  to  encourage the product ion of such high quali ty and  creat ive ar t i st ' s  books.   

Some of  these works are  indeed incredib le.  

     What happens no w? The production of  minia ture books in America p roduced by 

let terpress pr int ing and  published in quanti t ies of 300 -  1 ,000 copies has slo wed 

signi ficant ly or  almost  vanished.  Books in small  edit ions are  created by book ar t is t s ,  

and  this t rend i s  sure to  continue.  

     The  col lect ion of miniature books,  ho wever ,  might even be  increasing somewhat.  

MBS membership i s  growing.  There  have been a  number o f large  exhib it ions around 

the world just  in las t  year  - - -  in  Lyon,  France,  and ear l ier  ones in Boston,  Cambridge,  

Quebec ,  New York,  Moscow, and one that  just  ended  in 2010 in Ljubljana,  S lovenia.  

    For  col lector s,  there  are tens  o f thousands of  minia ture  books ava ilab le,  new and  

antiquarian,  here in the U.S.  and around the wor ld.  Hal f the fun of co llect ing anything 

is  the chase.  I  star ted out  col lect ing antiquar ian books when I  was in  col lege.  On the 

f irs t  anniversary of my marr iage ( the tradi t ional  gi ft  i s  paper)  my wife gave me a 

nine -volume se t  o f Shakespeare 's  complete works ---  in minia ture fo rmat!! Not sure 

../WIP/www.mbs.org
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but  I  th ink i t  was a  set  o f the Picker ing Shakespeares.   WOW --- I  was o ff on the  

chase!!  

     I  have found examples in antiquarian book stores around the world,  dealers (some 

who have  sent  out  cata logues) ,  regular  book shops,  book fair s ,  eBay,  ant ique fair s ,  

auct ion houses,  and  the Conclaves sponsored in di fferent  c i t ies in the U.S.  and  abroad 

by the Miniature Book Socie ty for  each of  the  last  28  years,  to  name a  few sources.   

     Probably the  best  source for  a  beginning (or  advanced)  col lector  would be to  log 

on to  the Miniature  Book Society 's  website:   www. mbs.org.  There you wil l  f ind l i s ts  

of publishers,  pr inters,  dealers,  b inders ,  col lect ions,  re ferences,  journals,  var ious 

misce llaneous  l inks ,  and  other  news.  Happy hunting!  



    Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n :  Ju l ia n  Ed i so n  8  S t .  An d rews  Dr i ve ,  S t .  Lo u i s ,  MO 6 3 12 4  j i e s t l@ma c .co m  

 

 

Thoughts on Collecting Books as Works of Art ,  by Peter Thomas   

 

     I  must  begin by confessing tha t  I  have severa l  smal l  co llect ions o f books.  One is  

of books about hand papermaking,  ano ther  focuses on gypsy wago ns.  I  a l so have a 

collect ion of miniature books.  There are many reasons fo r  co llect ing miniature books.  

I  kno w some people who collec t  books for  the content ,  so me who co llect  books by 

subject  or  author  and some who col lec t  books just  because  they want to .  Though a 

spouse or  housecleaner  may beg to  di ffer ,  I  think a l l  o f these are good reasons  fo r  

collect ing.  My ar t icle  i s  no t  wr it ten to  promote or  defend the act  o f  co llect ing 

minia ture  books,  but  rather  to  share what I ,  as a  person who bo th makes  and  col lec ts 

books looks ,  for  when collect ing.   

     When I  survey a l l  the books I  own,  and ask mysel f,  “Which of  them do I  pr ize the 

most ,”  the answer i s  qui te  c lear .  I t  i s  the books tha t  are made the best .  For  me the 

object ,  the book i t se l f ,  i s  the most  impor tant  thing to  consider  when co llect ing a 

book.  A book tha t  i s  beaut i ful ly des igned,  well -c raf ted  and has valuab le content  and 

ar twork has i t  hands down over  any other  book.  I  am wri t ing this ar t icle  to  exp lain  

ho w the reader  can move the ir  co llect ing to  a  new l evel  by consider ing each book they 

buy for  i ts  aesthet ic  (or  ar t i s t ic )  qua li t ies,  rather  than solely fo r  l i terary reasons.   

     When I  find a book I  think I  might want to  buy,  I  begin by studying the binding.  I  

look to  see i f  high qual i ty mater ials  were u sed.  Was the b inding skil l ful ly executed?  

Is the t i t le  on the  cover  or  sp ine visual ly cr isp  and clear?  I f  I  do not  gain a  favorab le 

impression of  the  book from the outside ,  i t  i s  easy to  just  dismiss i t  as  uninteres t ing.  

However ,  I  t ry to  remember not  to  j us t  ‘ judge a book by i t s  cover ’,  so  o f ten I  look 

inwards.  F ir st  I  no tice the paper .  Does i t  fee l  nice?  Do I  l ike  the  color?  Is  i t  h igh 

../WIP/www.mbs.org
mailto:jiestl@mac.com
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quali ty rag or  o f a  lesser  qual i ty photocopy grade?  Is i t  the r ight  thickness for  the size 

of the book?  Can I  turn the pa ges?  Do I  l ike i t?  

     Without read ing the text ,  I  look at  the  pr int ing.  I s  the ink slurred?  Is  i t  too black,  

or  too grey,  just  r ight  -  so  that  the le t ters  s tand on the page as i f  they were beaut i ful  

minia ture  i l lustrat ions?  Is  more than one color  o f ink used?  Do the colors blend wi th  

or  complement the paper  color?  Does there seem to be a  reason for  us ing more or  less  

color?   

     Then I  look at  the type and ask,  " I s the typeface appropria te  for  the text?"  Is  i t  too 

fr i l ly or  too spar tan?  Can I  see any rea son for  choosing i t?  I f  more than one  s tyle  o f 

type i s  used on the page  I  consider  whether  the  di fferent  faces work wel l  toge ther .  

Then I  look closer  a t  the  composit ion of the type .  Does the " f"  in a  word l ike "of"  run 

into  the next  word when  i t  s tar t s  wi t h a  le t ter  l ike "h"?  Is  the spac ing between the 

words  even?  I f no t ,  d id  the designer  have a reason for  making i t  look l ike  that?   

     The  t i t le  page and the opening page of  a  book can of ten tel l  me what  the res t  o f 

the book is  going to  be l ike.  Ski l led  and sensit ive designer s use  these pages  l ike the 

over ture in a  symphony,  to  announce what wi l l  come,  and they wi l l  usual ly put  the ir  

bes t  work on those two pages .  I  look at  the  margins.  Are they ample?  Do they cramp 

the type a t  the for e-edge  or  the inner  gu tter?  Is  the type swimming on the page?  Was 

i t  des igned tha t  way for  a  reason?  I  look at  the i l lus tra t ions and  ornamentat ion.  Do 

they work wel l  wi th the type?  Does the weight  and color  complement tha t  o f the type?  

Are they a  s tyle  that  I  enjoy?  

     Fina lly,  a f ter  giving considera t ions to  a l l  o f  t hese  elements ,  I  then look at  the text ,  

and  perhaps even read some of i t .  That  i s  my way of looking at  a  book cr i t ica l ly.  That  

is  ho w I  s tar t  to  dec ide i f  a  book wi l l  ho ld las t ing p leasure  for  me.  There  are probabl y 

a  mi l l ion other  ways  to  consider  whether  a  book is  appropr iate  to  spend money on and 

i f  i t  i s  a  book to  add to  your  col lec t ion.  No one reason i s  be tter  than ano ther .  There i s  

no r ight  way to  co llec t  books.  But,  i f  you want to  collec t  books as works  of ar t ,  ra ther  

than l i terary ar t i facts,  there i s  a  whole d i fferent  se t  o f things to  consider .  In this  

ar t icle  I  have out l ined some of those considerat ions.  In a  ser ies o f ar t icles to  fo l lo w 

in  upcoming i ssues o f the Microbib liophile ,  I  wi l l  exp lore  each of thos e 

considera t ions in dep th,  shar ing what I  have learned  or  come to  understand whi le  

making,  se l l ing and  col lect ing books as ar tworks over  the  past  35 years.    

 

     Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  Pe t e r  Th o ma s ,  2 6 0  1 5 t h  S t ree t ,  S a n ta  Cru z ,  CA 9 50 6 2  o r  

p e t e ra n dd o nn a @cru z io . co m  

 

 

 

 

mailto:peteranddonna@cruzio.com
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A Retrospective of Selected Miniature Books :  by Robert F. Orr Hanson  
Ed i to r ’ s  No te :  Th i s  a r t i c l e  wa s  o r ig in al l y  p ub l i sh ed  i n  two  p a r t s  b eg in n in g  w i th  t h e  Oc to b er  2 00 4  

i s su e  o f  t h e  Microb ib l io p hi l e .   

 

    The number o f col lec tors  o f minia ture books in  the  United  Sta tes i s  a  rela t ively 

small  audience.  These l i t t le  volumes appeal  to  only about  fiv e hundred or  so 

dedica ted col lec tors,  pr inters,  book b inders,  l ibrar ians and  other  enthusias ts  o f this  

unique pr inted  media .  

     Aside from the  obvious reasons fo r  co llect ing these t iny tomes –  portabil i ty and 

the admira t ion for  the ski l l  needed to  design ,  pr int ,  and bind them – there i s  ano ther  

reason I  th ink is  just  as important  –  the subjec t  matter  o f a  par t icular  book.  Topics 

range over  an extremely broad scope and include:  animals,  ar t ,  books about  books ,  

Chr is tmas,  and on and  on we could go.  The subj ects entice the reader  to  explore ,  

deeper  and wider ,  into  this rea lm of 

pr inted  knowledge.  I t  seems to  me that  

there are hundreds  o f lessons to  be  

learned from a mere ‘dipping of the toe’ 

so to  speak,  one can receive fro m these 

books.   

     An example,  o f my posi t ion,  i s  a  t iny 

book about Fort  Union,  in  Nor thern New 

Mexico,  which speaks to  the ear ly history 

of the s tate  and beckons  inte rested  

amateur  mi l i tary histor ians to  seek 

fur ther  kno wledge about  this na tional  

monument.  Fort  Union In Min iature ,  was  produced by Rober t  M. Ut ley and had only 

99 copies in the press run.  

     Another  miniature book which tel l s  a  story,  and  tempts the reader  to  look fur ther ,  

is  t i t led The Cable Cars ,  wri t ten by Msgr .  Francis J .  Weber .  The Cable Cars  

documents the his tory of t he San Francisco  cab le cars and  goes on to  highl ight  the  

extensive $60 mi l l ion restorat ion projec t ,  which began in 1982.  Here,  indeed,  l ies the 

seed  for  a  deeper  s tudy of this popular  mode of transportat ion used each day by 

tourist s  and local s al ike.  The minia ture was publ ished in 1984  wi th 350 copies 

avai lable in  the  press run.  

     My next  examples a l l  are  minia ture books that  were published  about  man’s  best  

fr iend –  dogs.  As one of  many dog lovers,  I  dedicate  this  piece to  a l l  o f  the dog lovers  

the world over .   

     The  fir s t  and my personal  favor i te ,  was  publ ished,  in  1972,  by Achi l le  J .  St .  Onge ,  

The Last  Wi l l  and Testament  of  An  Extremely  Dist inguished  Dog .  Wr it ten in 1956,  by 

Eugene O’Neil l ,  the famous Amer ican p laywr ight  and winner  o f the Nobel Pr iz e as 
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wel l  as three  Puli tzers,  this  unusual  and hear t -rending ‘wi l l ’  was real ly penned (or  

pawed) by Blemie,  the  O’Neil l ’s  fa i thful  Dalmatian.  On the  las t  page of this l i t t le  

word -treasure Blemie asks his Master  and Mistress to  think of him thusly:  “Here l i es  

one  who loved us and  whom we loved.” Further ,  he  wr ites ,  “No matte r  how deep  my 

sleep I  sha ll  hear  you,  and no t  a l l  the po wer o f  death can keep my sp ir i t  fro m wagging 

a grate ful  ta i l . ”  The  book 

was  pr inted wi th a  press  run 

of 1000 copies .     

 

     The  next  l i t t le  book 

about our  canine fr iends  is  

t i t led –smal l  Pax  weber,  The 

Last  o f  the Mission Shel t ies ,  

by Msgr .  Francis  J .  Weber .  

The book was  designed,  

pr inted ,  and bound by Don 

Hildreth  at  the  Ash Ranch 

Press in 1989 .  The  book was produced in  two ed it ions 100  copies in the regular  

edit ion and 26  copies in  a  very deluxe  edi t ion plus two ‘state  proofs’.  "small  PAX 

weber” was  among that  small  but  se lec t  cadre o f  Shetland  sheep dogs that  have 

watched over  Cal i fornia  miss ions since 1769.   According to  such ear ly commenta tors 

as Richard  Henry Dana,  small  PAX weber 's  ancestors  were impor ted to  the Paci f ic  

Slope by the Spaniards and  traders .   Born in 1974,  smal l  PAX weber  came to  San 

Fernando  Miss ion 7 years later  serving as senior  guard  dog and favored mascot .   He  

was  named for  his  mother ,  PAX (Latin for  peace) ,  who was born on the  day the 

Vie tnam peace t rea ty was signed.  Another  grea t  story about  man’s bes t  f r iend.    

    The third  minia ture boo k bear ing a do g’s tale  is  t i t led,  The Dog That Spoke French ,  

by Vincent  Starre t t .  The  book was published in 1992 by Opuscula 

Press.  The s tory is  taken fro m an o ld French folktale  which 

rela tes how a scheming son extor ts  money from his father  in  a  

ruse to  purchase language tra ining for  his b ig dog.  Al l  the while ,  

he was,  in  fact ,  having a  grand t ime in the b ig c i ty.  Alas,  

ho wever ,  “the j ig was up” when the  old man demanded  an 

exp lanation  as to  the  progress Grosse Boule  was making wi th his 

language  training.  The  s tory ends when the son disposes o f  the  

dog,  return ing home to  the father ,  convinc ingly  te l l s  a  pack of 

l ies to  the old  man,  i s  accepted and l i fe  goes on as usual .    
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The fourth  and last  example o f a  minia ture book produced about 

dogs i s  A.B.C.  For  Dogs ,  by Juniper  Von Phi tzer .  The book i s  an 

accord ion s tyle  book wi th pull  out  pages  and inc ludes  pictures 

of the fo l lo wing breeds:  Airdale ,  Bul lbog,  Col l ie ,  Dalmation,  

Esquimaux,  Foxhound,  Harr ier ,  I r i sh Terr ier ,  Japanese Spaniel ,  

King Charles Spanie l ,  Lurcher ,  Mast i f f ,  Newfoundland,  

Otterhound,  Poodle,  Quiet  Dog,  Russian Wo lfhound,  Schipperke,  

Terr ier ,  Useful  Dog,  Vain Dog,  Welsh terr ier ,  X Dogs,  Yorkshire 

Terr ier ,  and Z.  Publ ished in 2001 wi th a  very l imi ted  press run 

of only 26 cop ies.   

     There you have i t !  A collec t ing genre about man’s  best  fr iends.  Are ther e any 

more minia ture books about  dogs  to  add to  the collect ion?  What is  your  favori te  

collect ion subjec t?  Please drop  a no te to  the  edi tor  and le t  me kno w.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The three fo l lo wing short  fea tures,  ‘are our  way to  ge t  to  kno w each o ther ’ .   

 

 

MEET THE COLLECTOR: 
 

Where Are the Collectors?   By Jim Brogan 
 

     Las t  month we had a  great  ar t ic le  wri t ten by Joan Knoer tzer ,  a  long t ime co llec tor  

and  proprie tor  o f  The Library Bed and  Breakfas t .  T ime does go by quick but  I  real ly 

hoped  to  hear  from so me more col lec tors tel l ing thei r  s tor ies .   How d id you get   

in teres ted in miniature  books ?  What ho lds your  interest?  What was  your  greates t  f ind,  

most  enjoyable,  most  maddening,  and most  tear ful?  There must  be a  whole l ibrary ful l  

of interest ing stor ies  to  be told   

     I  as well  as  the  readers are wait ing,  ge t  your  pen or  keyboard moving and send 

your  ta le  by Apri l  1 s t  (no foo ling)  via  email  (editor@microbibliophile77.com)  or  sna il  mai l  

to  PO Bo x 5453,  Nor th Branch,  NJ 08876.  
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MEET THE BOOKSELLER: 

From Collector to Dealer, by Karen Nyman 

 

      In 2005,  a  bookse lle r  told  me that  there real ly was such a thing as a  "miniature 

book"  which he  defined as no b igger  than 3 inches.   He  sho wed me a  shoebox ful l ,  and 

from tha t  day on,  my l i fe  changed!   I  bought a  tr easure from him ent i t led  A Let ter 

from B.  Frankl in  to  a  Young Friend ,  pub lished  by Sandlin 's  Books and Bindery.   

Eventua lly I  bought al l  the books in that  shoebox.   Soon thereaf ter  he  introduced me 

to  Ei leen Cummings,  who told  me about the Miniature Book S ociety.   I  a t tended my 

f irs t  Conclave  in New Orleans. . .only 5  weeks a fter  purchasing my f ir st  minia ture 

book!  

     In the back of my mind,  I  must  have sensed tha t  one day I  would be a  dealer ,  

because I  bought books in  very large  quant i t ies,  hundreds  at  a  t ime,  usually f rom 

collectors who were  " ret ir ing"  or  downsizing.   Bob Massmann was my f i rst  source,  

and  he has taught me a lot .   He once mentioned tha t  many,  many books had passed 

through his hands and I  t ry to  remember that  now when I  se lec t  books for  my e mail  

cata log.   I  wi l l  include many of my personal  favor i tes in a  ca talog even i f  I  have only 

one  copy. . . i t  has passed through my hands,  I 've enjoyed i t ,  but  I  don ' t  have to  o wn i t  

forever .   

     In the pas t  five  years  I  have so ld 3 ,800 books  through my ema iled  ca talog,  and  I  

typ ical ly have  about  3 ,000 books in inventory.   I 've learned  the  book business by 

reading,  read ing and more read ing and wi th signi ficant  help from Bob Massmann,  J im 

Lorson,  Glen Dawson,  Barbara Raheb,  Bob Bradbury,  Julian Edison and Eil een 

Cummings.   I  t ruly love books and the people who love them.   

 

      Karen Nyman is a board member of the MBS (Miniature Book Society).  She was originally a math teacher, then an entrepreneur.  

Her businesses include professional wallpaper hanger, spokesperson for the wall covering industry, architectural designer, event 

planner for singles, and owner of a high-end consignment furniture store.   

       About 10 years ago I  bought a  f ixer -upper  in  San 

Diego .   One of my f ir st  decisions was to  convert  the 

formal d ining room into  a  l ibrary.   I  had my 

cabine tmaker  l ine every wal l  with  shelves ,  floor  to  

cei l ing,  over  the doorways and around every window.  I  

had  a passion for  books and  s tar ted buying l ike crazy.  I  

collected a  few favor i te  authors and genres,  but  I  was 

most ly buying older  books wi th  beauti ful  bind ings.   A 

large sect ion of the l ibrary had sha llo w shelves -  only 4  

inches deep - so  when I  went  book  shopping,  I 'd  ask to  

see  the ir  miniature books.   
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      Contact information: Karen Nyman Miniature Books, 702 Rosecrans Street, San Diego CA  92106; email her at 

karennyman2@cox.net or call 619-226-4441.    

 

     Editor’s Note: As a customer who has purchased a few of those 3,800 books that Karen mentioned, I would like to add that she is 

always available to answer a question or  to help you locate a title that you may want to add to your collection. 
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MEET THE PUBLISHER:   

B.B. Miniatures 

 

     Hello ,  I  am Barbara Brear  -  a  minia tur is t  from South Afr ica  and the creator  o f  B .B.  

Miniatures .  My special ty is  minia ture books bo th for  t he  dollhouse communi ty and for  

minia ture  book co llectors .  

     When asked how they f ir st  go t  into  the hobby I  have no ticed that  most  miniatur ist s  

use the same phrase “I  have l iked things small  for  as  long as I  can remember!”  For  

me,  this i s  a l so true.   I  have been fasc inated wi th t iny things for  as long as I  can 

remember .   

     Unti l  twelve years ago I  thought  I  was  the  only adul t  in the wor ld who was 

fascina ted by do llhouse minia tures.   This may seem far -fetched but  i t  i s  the truth.   In 

South Afr ica minia tures  are large ly unknown.   There are no minia ture  shops,  no 

minia ture  magazines so ld by the news  agents and very few minia tur is ts  compared to  

countr ies  l ike England and the Uni ted States.   I  was  de lighted to  find a book on 

dollhouses by Venus and Mar tin D odge and said  to  mysel f “This i s  what  I  want to  

make.”  S ti l l  I  was alone.   I  made some i tems and always  took them to school to  sho w 

other  sta ff members.   Imagine my del ight  when a  fel low teacher  brought along a 

newspaper  ar t ic le  about a  Minia ture Gui ld  th at  exis ted in Cape  Town.   I  was  not  

alone!!  Robinson Crusoe could no t  have been as  exci ted when he saw that  sol i tary 

foo tpr int  in the sand.   I  jo ined the Cape Town Minia ture Gui ld  and  l i fe  has no t  been 

the same s ince.  

     Before discovering minia tures I  had done  full  sized bookbinding,  so  i t  was na tura l  

that  I  would turn my hand to  making minia ture  books.   Origina lly I  made exc lus ive ly 

for  the do llhouse  wor ld and  so my work was al l  one  twel f th sca le.   I  be l ieve that  I  was 

the f irs t  to  make “Open Books”.   These books are made to  remain in an open posit ion 

in  order  to  imi tate  the gravity tha t  is  so  d i ff icul t  to  s imulate  in one -twelf th sca le.   

The books are  al l  ful ly sewn and  made in exac tly  the same way that  a  ful l -scale book 

is  made.   The resul t  i s  a  miniat ure book that  l ies  open,  imi tat ing real i ty in a  most  

sa t i s fying way.    

     Recent ly I  found a p r int ing company that  is  able to  manage the demanding 

technica l  requirements o f pr int ing in  minia ture and so I  have no w branched out  into  

ful ly pr inted minia ture  books.   My books are pr inted on 90g Novatech paper  on a  

digital  p ress  -  Kodak NexPress 2100 by a  company cal led PaperChefs in  Franschoek,  

South Afr ica.   All  o f  my books are bound in leather  tha t  is  approximately 0 .15  

mi l l imeters -  so  thin tha t  i t  i s  a lmos t  see through,  al lowing me to  ge t  accurate,  neat  

corners for  the turn in .  

     I  have a set  o f tools made by P and  S Engraving in England  espec ia l ly for  too ling 

in  minia ture and so me of my work fea tures bl ind tool ing and some gold  tool ing.     
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     My marb led end  papers come from a company in England that  specia l izes  in 

marbl ing for  miniature  books –  Jemma Marbl ing.  

     I  was extremely honored  to  be chosen as  a  Scholarship  Student for  Gui ld  School in 

Amer ica in 2006 and subsequently to  gain my Arti sanship  s ta tus  wi th the Internat ional  

Gui ld  o f Miniature Ar ti sans.   I  was  then selected  to  be a  teacher  a t  Guild  School a t  

Castine,  Maine,  in 2010 where I  taught c lasses in miniature bookbind ing.  

     I  invi te  you to  vis i t  my web page to  find  out  more about the min ia ture books  tha t  I  

make and to  see my do llhouse for  those tha t  might  be inte rested :  

ht tp: / /www.bbminiatures.homestead .com  

 

Books publ ished by B .B .  Minia tures:    

At Home Again  -  Victor ian Children’s Poetry f ir st  pub lished by Marcus Ward 

in  1886,  this  ed it ion published in 2007  

Rip van Winkle  -  by Washington Irving abr idged by Barbara Brear ,  

th is  ed it ion publ ished in  2008 

Spells  and Pot ions  -  pub lished  in 2008 ,  a  l imi ted  edit ion of 96  

ABC  -  publ ished 2009,  a  l imi ted ed it ion of 60  

Gallic  Wars  -  by Julius Caesar  ( in  Latin)  published  in 2010 ,  edi t ion of  72   

 

       Contact information: Barbara Brear, B.B. Miniatures, 3 Uitgift Street, Somerset West 7130, South Africa;  

 email: bbminiatures@yahoo.com 

 
 

A Little News from the FABS: by Joan Knoertzer  

MBS Board Member, FABS Representative 

www.mbs.org 

www.fabsbooks.org 

 

     The Fel lowship of American Bib liophile 's  Socie t ies (FABS)  was founded in 1997 

mainly by a group  of Rowfant  Club (Clevelan d)  members and some book dealers  who 

des ired a  broader  base o f contacts wi th the ac t ive book communi ty.  The highlights are 

a  semiannual  newslet ter  and  a once a  year  book tour .  Quickly,  major  book c lubs 

across the USA responded to  membership .  Whi le  this rap id interest  took place,  

aff i l ia tes around  the  world took no tice and an  associate  group of inte rnational  clubs 

was  formed.   No w, the FABS has  expanded to  include 33 clubs,  inc luding the 

Miniature Book Society,  and 10 fore ign assoc iates .  Membership has reached  about 

8 ,000 members world wide.   

     For  me the most  exci t ing par t  is  the  annual  book tour .  I  have been to  al l  but  two,  

so I  have cr i sscrossed the United s ta tes  see ing hidden treasures,  hear ing reno wned 

speakers in spectacular  se t t ings,   ea t ing in outst and ing c lubs/res taurants ,  ta lking 

about books I  had no idea exis ted,   and bui lding so many wonder ful  fr iendships I  

cannot begin to  count.  Our MBS is a  per fect  f i t  for  this  soc ie ty.   I  am proud to  

http://www.bbminiatures.homestead.com/
http://www.bbminiatures.homestead.com/
mailto:bbminiatures@yahoo.com
http://www.mbs.org/
../WIP/www.fabsbooks.org
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represent  the  MBS membership  a t  the annual  FABS meet ing a t  t he Gro lier  Club in 

NYC. In  the  future I  hope you wi l l  be able  to  s ign up for  one of the book tours.  FABS 

is in Pi t t sburgh in May ,  this year .  Perhaps one year  we might hook up  our  MBS 

Conclave  wi th the FABS event book tour !  

     Watch for  the MBS column in every FABS Newsle t ter .  Here ,  we  have  a chance to  

tel l  the book world what  we are do ing and perhaps ga ther  new members to  our  t iny 

world.   

     So many books,  so  l i t t le  t ime!!      
 

Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  Jo a n  Kn o er t ze r ,  P .O.  Bo x  3 3 8 7 ,  An n  Arb o r ,  MI  4 8 10 6 -3 3 87   

l i b ra ryb a nb @g ma i l . co m  

 

Ed i to r ’ s  No te :  Th a n k  yo u  t o  Jo a n  fo r  p ro v id in g  t he  FABS  u p d a te .  To  t h e  rea dersh ip ,  wh a t  e l se  i s  
h a p p en ing  i n  you r  p a r t  o f  t he  wo r ld ?  Sen d  u s  a  n o t e  a n d   sh a re  t h e  i n fo rma t io n .

 

 

A BOOK SHOP VISIT: 

 

SNOWY DAYS, BY JIM BROGAN 

 
     Well  as  everyone knows i t  has been one snowy winter  here in New Jersey,  wi th  

few good days  to  get  out  and about  searching the  lay of the land for  bookstore gems ,  

but  old  well  s tocked bookstores  are  grea t  plac es to  spend a few hours  on a cold sno wy 

day in January.  I  was ab le to  visi t  two shops tha t  are  more l ike  re tai l  book museums ,  

in  my par t  o f New Jersey.  

     My f ir st  s top was  the Chatham Booksel ler ,  in Madison,  NJ.  The proprietors are 

Jesse Mann and  Frank Deodene,  bo th AB AA members .  The smal l  shop i s  stocked from 

the f loor  to  the ce i l ing wi th  thousands of used books covering every possib le subject .   

     My next  s top was  another  used book sel ler ,  The Old Book Shop,  in Morr isto wn,  

NJ.  I t  must  be something ab out the o ld used book shop world,  books  s tacked up to  the  

cei l ing on every conceivable subjec t .  The spec ia l  th ing here i s  that  many of the books 

were shelved  or  disp layed in antique show cases o f one type or  ano ther .  They a lso  

maintain a  good se lec t ion of miniatures.  I  was able to  buy two real ly fine St  Onge 

books,  the inaugura l  addresses o f bo th Nixon and Johnson.  So ,  as they say,  who 

kno ws when you wi l l  f ind a  nice gem behind  the  opened door?  I  a l so was  able to  

purchase a  smal l  paper  bound se t  o f 10 chi ld ren’s minia tures,  p roduced by the Mt.  

Hawley Publishing Co mpany,  1962.   

     We have reviewed ABC books,  we have an ar t ic le  about ‘dog books’  this month,  

and  there are cer ta inly a  lot  o f  chi ldren’s miniature  books .  What i s  your  favori te  

collectable genre?  How about t rains or  l ighthouses ?  What  do you look for  when you 

open the door  o f your  favor i te  bookshop;  hear  the doorbel l  r ing,  and tha t  fami liar  

smell  o f  old  books f i l l s  the a ir?  The subjec t  would make  an inte rest ing ar t ic le  fo r  an 

upcoming issue of the M icrobib liophile .  Drop us  a  note  or  be tter  ye t  ge t  that  pen or  

that  keyboard go ing and  send us an ar t icle .   

  

mailto:librarybanb@gmail.com
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SECOND TIME AROUND: 

 

 
The wor ld o f miniature books i s  large and there  is  always  an inf lux of new people 

looking to  ga in knowledge  and unders tand j us t  what  i s  what .  So as to  be a  service to  

the newcomers  we wi l l  provide a  previously published book review from an ear l ier  

issue  of the Microb ibl iophi le  f rom t ime to  t ime.  I f  you have a minia ture that  has not  

been previously reviewed or  i f  you would  l ike to  share your  favori te  book,  p lease let  

us know about  i t .  Send an emai l  or  s t ick  a  stamp,  we wi l l  be wai t ing  for  your  review.  

The Concord Publ ic  Library has found go ld in  the ir  a t t ic .  They have d iscovered tha t  

they have several  copies  of The Concord Fight  and would l ike to  sel l  them as  a  fund 

raiser  for  the ir  l ibrary.  P lease check -out their  adver t i sement  on our  rear  cover;  I  know 

of no where e lse that  you can buy a  brand new two vo lume lea ther et te  bound miniature 

book se t  in  a  per fec t  sl ipcase wi th  this leve l  o f  f ine workmanship  for  $25.00.  A good 

pr ice  and a good  cause.  

The Concord Fight ,  rev iewed by Jon Mayo,  and reprinted fro m the  

Microbibl iophile ,  Volume XXI No.  4 ,  September 1997  

Volume One:  The Concord Fight Being so Much of  the narrat ive of  Ensign Jere my 

Lis ter of  the 10 t h  Regiment  of  Foot  as  Perta ins  to  His Services  on the 19 t h  of  Apri l  

1775 .  Volume Two:  An Account  by Amos Barre t t  the Personal Experiences of  the 

Author who Participa ted in  the Fight .  Publ ished by Robert  D.  Naiva,  Concord,  

1975.  

     We have given you the ful l  t i t le  o f bo th vo lumes,  as they shed considerable l ight  

on what this  beauti ful  l i t t le  se t  o f books i s  about.  The  boxed se t  measures 3  by 2 

inches,  i s  bound in  a  lovely deep blue leathere t te ,  and housed in a  b lue cloth s l ipcase.  

All  the  pages are gi l t ;  the sp ines and  front  covers are finely le t tered in gold.  The  

books were pr inted in  Holland ,  bound in  Limoges,  France and  publ ished in  Concord.  

     The  s tory is  about  a  batt le  which took p lace in  Concord,  Massachuse tt s ,  in Apr il ,  

1775,  at  a  place ca l led  the Old Nor th Bridge.  The viewpoints o f the two volumes are 

extremely d i fferent  –  Amos Bar ret t  was an American,  about  23 years o ld  at  the t ime 

of the f ight ,  a  na tive o f the Concord  area,  one of  the Minute Men.  On the  other  hand,  

Jeremy Lis ter  was Br i t ish,  he was  wounded  ra ther  ear ly in the bat t le ,  and  quite  a  b i t  

of his narrat ive involves  his  e ffor t  a t  ge t t ing back to  Boston and to  safety.  The two 

men te l l  the ir  sto r ies so di fferently tha t  one  may wonder  i f  they might have been 

descr ibing di fferent  ba tt les.  Ho wever ,  there i s  an immediacy to  bo th of the s tor ies ,  

and  whi le  the wr iter s lacked l i terary tra ining,  their  stor ies a re touching,  and  we can 

sense the fear  and exc itement which both men experienced.   
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     The  s tory of ho w the  se t  came t o  be published is  in teres t ing.  Robert  Naiva did al l  

of the research and preparat ion of the text ,  wi th the he lp o f the Specia l  Col lect ions 

Staff  a t  the Concord Library,  and publicat ion took p lace during the  Bicentennial  o f  

the f ight  in 1975.   

 

 

 

 

 

Book Fact :  

(Walt  Disney)   There is  more treasure in books than 

in  al l  the p ira tes '  loot  on Treasure Is land. . .and,  bes t  

of al l ,  you can enjoy these r iches every day of your  

l i fe .  

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 

Washington DC Antiquarian Book Fare,  Arl ington,  VA, March 4 -5,  2011 

www.wabf.com 

 

Flor ida Ant iquar ian Book Fair ,  St .  Petersburg,  FL,  March 11 -13,  2011  

www.flor idabookse llers .com  

 

Albuquerque Antiquarian Book Fair ,  Albuquerque,  NM Apr il  1 -2,  2011  

www.unm.edu/~alsha l/aabf .htm  

 

51 s t  New York Internat ional  Antiquarian Book Fair ,  Apri l  7 -10 t h   2011,  NYC 

www.abaa.org  

 

Vermont Spring Book Fair ,  South Burl i ngton,  VT, Apr il  10 ,2011  

www.vermontisbookcountry.com/events.html  

 

Akron Antiquarian Book Fair ,  Akron,  OH, Apr il  10 -11 th,  2011  

www.thesuburbani te .com/l i festyle /ca lendar  

 

Grand Conclave XXIX, Miniature Book Society  

July 29 – August 1 s t ,  Dublin, Ireland www.mbs.org 

http://www.wabf.com/
http://www.floridabooksellers.com/
../WIP/www.unm.edu/~alshal/aabf.htm
http://www.abaa.org/
../WIP/www.vermontisbookcountry.com/events.html
http://www.thesuburbanite.com/lifestyle/calendar
../../../../../Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.mbs.org
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PUBLICATIONS EXCHANGED: 

 

Book Source Magazine,  Volume 27,  Number 2 ,  2007 Syosset t  Dr ive,  Cazenovia,  NY, 

13035 John C.  Huckans ,  Editor  and Publ isher ,  lo ts  o f  news about many book subjec ts  

and  events  as wel l  as several  interest ing spec ia l  features and auct ion happenings,  

pub lished b i -monthly,  www.booksourcemagazine .com                                                                         

Fine Books and Col lect ions Magazine,  published  Quar ter ly,  wi th  a  monthly elec tronic 

newsle t ter  a lso ava ilable.  4905 Pine  Cone Drive  #2,  Durham, NC 27707,  Rebecca 

Barry Edi tor ,  www.finebooksmagazine.com  

Das Miniaturbuch,  a  well  done 24  page  news let ter  o f the German Miniature Book 

Society,  pr inted wi th  color  i l lustrat ions ,  Berl in,  Germany,  a  beaut i ful ly done  

publicat ion,  a l l  in  German ,  Contac t  Angel ika  Jaeck,  e -mail :  angel ika@minioffice -

aj .de  for  more  informat ion   

 

 

CATALOGUES RECEIVED: 

 

Bromer Booksel ler s,  Catalogue 135 ‘New Acqu is i t ions’ ,  27 pages,  79 i tems offered 

includ ing 17 miniatures,  profuse ly i l lus tra ted co lor  ca ta log wi th  excellent  

descr ipt ions and references ,  pr inted on high quali ty glossy paper ,  Boston,  MA,  e -mai l :  

books@bromer.com,  www.bromer .com        

 

Tracy Bradbury Minia ture Books,  Catalogue  #55 ,  14 pages,  193 miniature i tems 

offered ,  inc luding 7  addit ional  re ference  books ,  black and whi te  presentat ion wi th  

several  f ine  i l lustrat ions ,  a l l  books organized by press name,   Brooklyn,  NY, e -mail :  

bradburyminibooks@gmail .com  

 

Karen Nyman Book Sel ler ,  Catalogue #30,  approx.  100  i tems offered,  co lor  

i l lus tra t ions,  d is tr ibuted  via e -mail ,  hard copy ava ilable  upon request ,  702 Rosecrans 

Street ,   San Diego ,  CA 92106 -3013,  e -mail :  karennyman2@cox.net 

Michael  Garbet t  Antiquarian & Fine Books,  Catalogue 32,  14 pages,  57 minia ture  

books offered,  f ine ly pr inted with  many color  i l lustrat ions ,  1  Over  Cour t  Mews,  Over  

Lane,  Almondsbury,  South Gloucestershire ,  BS32 4DG,  England,  e -mai l :  

garbet t469@btinterne t .com,  www.mgbooks.co.uk  

 

Ed i to r ’ s  No te :  A lwa ys  a  j o y  to  rece i ve  t h e  ab o ve  ca ta lo g ues  wh en  I  o p en  th e  ma i l  bo x ,  g o o d  read ing  

even  b e fo re  d in n er  an d  a l l  a re  exce l l en t  b o o k  d ea l e rs  t o  do  b u s in ess  w i th .  

 

../WIP/www.booksourcemagazine.com
../WIP/www.finebooksmagazine.com
mailto:angelika@minioffice-aj.de
mailto:angelika@minioffice-aj.de
mailto:books@bromer.com
http://www.bromer.com/
mailto:bradburyminibooks@gmail.com
http://webmail.verizon.com/netmail/%22http:/mailto:karennyman2@cox.net%22
http://webmail.verizon.com/netmail/%22http:/mailto:karennyman2@cox.net%22
mailto:garbett469@btinternet.com
../WIP/www.mgbooks.co.uk
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CLASSIFIED WISH LISTS: 

 

As a feature for  subscr ibers the Microbib liophile  wi l l  o ffer  a  

classi f ied l i st ing service  wi th each i ssue .  We do not  plan,  a t  th is  

t ime,  to  charge for  this service .  Each message  should be no more 

than 250 characters.  Send your  informat ion to  the Edi tor  for  

inclus ion in the next  i ssue.  

 

Neale Albert  is  looking for  two miniature books  by As ao Hoshino --  

Kwaidan  and Ich iaku No Suna ,  and a lso for  the specia l  ed it ions o f 

the Asao Hoshino books .  " I  am thinking of  doing a  Hoshino  

bibliography”.   

Contac t  informat ion:  nma8156@yahoo.com  

 

Kather ine Bakunas i s  looking for  the pr inted  copies o f the ear ly 

MBS Newsle t te rs,  pr ior  to  October  o f 1989,  contact  information:  

kkbakunas@gmai l .co m 

 

Karen Nyman is  looking for  3  volumes she lacks  fro m The Cabine t  o f Li l l iput ,  by 

John Harr is .   Here a re the missing t i t les :   Arthur and George,  Jacob the  Fisherman,  

e tc . ,  and Ju lia  and the Dog ,  e tc .   Contact  her  a t  karennyman2@cox.ne t  or  cal l  619 -

226-4441.  

 

Pat  Pistner  i s  looking for  28 Raheb books (Mudlark Minia tures and  Li t t les t  Libra ry)  

published in 1976 and  1977,  and only 19 publ ished  through 2000.  Contact  

information:  pis tner@comcast .net .  

 

Caro line Brandt i s  looking for  two volumes in the Daisy & Dot ser ies by Aunt Fanny 

(Buffalo:  Breed & Lent, .1866):  DAISY Part  I I  and Dot.  Also DAISY Par t  I  as my copy 

has damage to  one page  of test .  Cal l  804 -200-1260 or  wr ite  1500 Westbrook Ct.  

#1109,  Richmond,  VA 23227  

 

J im Brogan would l ike to  loca te a  ‘copywr i te  free wingding  l ibrary’  i l lus trat ing 

l i terary i tems for  use in the Microb ibl iophi le :  email: editor@microbibliophile77.com 

  

 

 

 

mailto:kkbakunas@gmail.com
http://webmail.verizon.com/netmail/%22http:/mailto:karennyman2@cox.net%22
mailto:pistner@comcast.net
mailto:editor@microbibliophile77.com
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BUSINESS CARD ADVERTISING: 

 

Get the word out, no charge for placement ti ll  June 2011  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Karen Nyman, Miniature Books 

 Call or Email for a Free Catalog 
  

Phone: 619-226-4441               karennyman2@cox.net 
  

702 Rosecrans Street, San Diego CA  92106-3013 
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‘Riley’ the IRWS, Associate Editor, ‘on the ground’ in Dublin  

            

            

            

            

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

            

            

            

            

                       

 

                   Make your reservations for the MBS Conclave early! 

    

 

WOW, everyone is so friendly 

and waving all the time, 

where is St. James Gate? 

Riley takes a short ride from the 

airport to downtown Dublin 
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The Concord Fight 

  

The set is being offered at $25.00 plus $3.00 postage/handling by the Friends of the 

Concord MA Public Library. Checks for payment should be made out to the  

Friends -- Concord Public Library and mailed to: 

 

Polly Eaton 

18 Boxwood Circle 

Yarmouthport, MA 02675 

Email: pceaton@verizon.net Telephone (508) 362-8520 

 

Published by Robert Naiva for the 1975 Bicentennial of one of the 

most significant events in American history. Offered as a 2 volume 

set, each book is 2 7/8” x 2” bound in a dark blue leatherette and 

housed in a blue cloth slipcase. The first book documents the 

account of the 1775 Concord battle by Amos Barrett, a Concord 

Minuteman. The second book outlines the personal recollections of 

the battle from the viewpoint of Jeremy Lister a British army ensign. 

 

mailto:pceaton@verizon.net

