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THE MICROBIBLIOPHILE©  welcomes letters to the Editor,  

display and classified advertising, and all  news about miniature 

books, miniature book publishers,  authors, printers ,  binders, and the 

book arts.  Please contact the editor for further information about 

submission of articles for publication and subscriptions.  We will  

publish a review for each new miniature book submitted to the 

editor.   

Email: editor@microbibliophile77.com 

Content Deadline for the July 2011 issue:   June 01, 2011 

Advertising Rates: (per issue)  

Full Page - 5.50” x 7.50” $100.00 

One Half Page - 5.50” x 3.75” $50.00 

One Quarter Page - 2.75” x 3.75” $30.00 

Classified -  Up to 250 characters included nulls,  no charge !   

Business Cards – no charge till  June 2011, then $10.00 per  

year  
  
Subscription Rates: (6 issues  per year)    

$36.00/year--USA--First Class mail    

$42.00/year--Canada--First  Class mail  

$46.00/year--Overseas airmail  

      Please make checks payable to:  

 ‘The Microbibliophile’  and mail to:  

      

   The Microbibliophile    

P. O. Box 5453  

North Branch, NJ 08876  

U.S.A. 

 

PayPal payments can be processed for  an addi t iona l  fee o f $2.00 ,  please 

contac t  the ed ito r  ( ed ito r@microb ibl iophi le77.com) and request  a  payment 

invoice.  

mailto:editor@microbibliophile77.com
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Greetings from the Squeaky Roll Top Desk:  

 

     Spring i s  in the air ,  and the  daffod ils  are  poking  

their  t iny f lowers  up through the  las t  remind ers o f  the  

cold winter .  Next wi l l  be the tul ips  and the leaves o f  

the hardwood trees.  I  am glad tha t  I  have had the  

opportuni ty to  br ing you the Microb ibl iophi le .  The  

hours a re sometimes long but  there i s  a lways  a  new thought or  considera t ion to  

be examined and explored ,  most  o f the t ime no t  too far  from the warm wood 

burning stove.  I  have s tar ted some research work to  determine what miniature 

books have been published about I reland,  miniatures created by Ir ish authors 

and or  publ ishers,  as well  as  publ ishe rs  o f miniatures  tha t  cal l  I re land their  

home.  I f  you can he lp me on this journey ,  please contact  me,  as the subject  

wi l l  co me together  as a  future  ‘ feature issue’  o f the Microb ibl iophi le .   

    I  have adjusted the s ide margins wi thin the Microb ibl iophi le ;  some of the 

technica l  feedback I  received  said  we needed  a bi t  more ‘whi te  space’.  What  

do you think?  I  have a lso added a smal l  image  of each book be ing reviewed 

wi th  the  associated  text .  

     We have rece ived and reviewed another  col lec t ion of grea t  work from our  

contr ibuting publ ishers.  I  hope tha t  the reviews  wil l  s t imulate your  interest  in  

the books presented.  Mark Palkovic has contr ibuted a unique ar t icle  about a  

‘one of a  kind’  l i t t le  book set  and the fami ly that  cont inues the ir  bookbind ing 

tradi t ion.   Peter  Thomas has added another  facet  to  his ins truc tional  ser ies  

wi th  an ar t ic le  on the value  of paper .  Robert  Hanson gets everyone acquainted 

wi th the use o f postage stamps in miniature books and the genre o f col lect ing 

them. The book reviews are intended  to  be a  shar ing experience,  between the  

readers,  so  i f  you have  a new minia ture why not  send along your  review for  

inclus ion in the next  i ssue.   

     P lease fee l  f ree to  contac t  me via emai l  or  sna il  mail ,  and le t  me know your  

thoughts,  ideas,  and  or  suggestions ,  concerning future i ssues ,  including 

educat ional  presenta t ions or  ar t ic les you bel ieve should  be shared.  Let  us  

continue  our  ongoing journey through the world  of miniature books.  

     I  am hoping to  see  everyone in Dublin this summer;  i t  should  b e an 

outs tand ing Conclave.  Stephen Byrne has put  together  a  great  agenda  aga ins t  

the backdrop of the c i ty that  i s  one of  the  wor ld’s unique  homes of  l i tera ture.    

   Thank you for  the opportuni ty to  br ing the Microbibl iophi le  into  your  l i fe .      
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Food For Thought:  

 

“How many a man has  dated a new era in his l i fe  from the reading of  a  book.  “  

Henry David  Thoreau,  Walden  

 

Reviews of Miniature Books:  

 

 

Don’ t  Fence Me In ,  Pe ter  and Donna Tho mas ,  2010.  The gypsy wagon keeps  

moving down the  road and across  t he  country wi th  the  journeys o f Peter  and  

Donna.  ”Oh give me land ,  lots  o f  land ,  under  s ta rry skies above,  don’t  fence 

me in”  there i t  is ,  the text  o f this  l i t t le  book 15 words ,  only 

56 characters ye t  wi th a  message  bigger  than the  whole 

blue sky of Montan a.   The text  i s  ac tual ly the f i rst  l ine o f 

Cole Porte r ’s  1935 co wboy song.   Yes,  i t  i s  a  b ig  message 

and  to  kno w the wander ing book ar t i st s  i s  to  know that  the 

message and the  ar t is t s  mesh in a  unique  way.  

     The  text  pages  are  le t terpress  pr inted on pap er  

handmade by Peter  in a  very l ight  colored  sand tone  tha t  

reminds me of the dust  tha t  f loats up in the a ir  when you 

walk along a country road in the mounta ins  o f Wyoming and Montana.  The six 

accord ion pages o f  images produced wi th vintage pr inter ’s  cuts from an old 

pr int  shop in But te ,  Montana .  The images  sho w various co wboy scenes  al l  in a  

deep brown color  that  is  visual ly matched to  the  paper  co lor .  The pr inted type  

is  ATF “Old  Town” and done  in a  muted red orange  color  tha t  coord ina tes 

aptly wi th the co lor  o f the paper  and co wboy images .  The front  and back 

covers o f the book are thin  mi l led sl ices  o f Ponderosa Pine.  A p iece of sadd le 

lea ther ,  b l ind  s tamped with a  vintage horse and r ider ,  is  mounted on the front  

cover .   The co lor  o f the wood cover ,  the s addle leather ,  the co lor  and texture 

of the paper  as well  as  the text  and images a l l  b lend  together  in a  per fect ly 

executed  small  package .  A small  package that  excla ims  a b ig message:  “Oh 

give me land  lo ts  o f land,  under  starry skies above,  don’t  fence  me in,  Let  me 

r ide through the wide country that  I  love,  don’t  fence me in. ”    Don’t Fence Me In 

is 2 ⅞ inches by 2 ¼ inches, 50 numbered cop ies, $55. 



Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  Pe t er  a n d  Do n na  Th o ma s ,  2 6 0  1 5 t h  S t ree t ,  S a n ta  Cru z ,  CA 95 06 2  

www2 .cru z io . co m/~p e t e ra n ddo n n a  o r  ema i l :  p e t e ra n dd o nna @cru z io . co m   

 

Ed i to r ’ s  No te :  Th ere  i s  a  wo n d er fu l  a r t i c l e  wr i t t en  a b ou t  Pe t e r  a n d  Do n na  Th o ma s  i n  t h e  

d ig i t a l  ve rs io n  o f  t h e  “Fin e  Bo o ks  a n d  Co l l ec t i o n s ”  ma ga z in e ,  t h e  l in k  t o  th e  a r t i c l e  i s :  

h t t p : / /www. f i n ebo o ksma g a z ine . co m/ i s su e /2 0 11 0 3 / th o ma s -1 .p h tml  

mailto:peteranddonna@cruzio.com
http://www.finebooksmagazine.com/issue/201103/thomas-1.phtml
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A Christmas Carol ,  Charles Dickens,  Tony Firman Bookbinding ,  2010.  A 

Dickens  Commemorat ive set ,  three volumes  Chris tmas Past ,   Christmas 

Presen t ,  and  Christmas Future .  The co llect ion i s  centered on the trad it iona l  

hol iday favori te  A Chris tmas Carol ,  which in  this se t  i s  represented by the 

‘Chris tmas Past ’  volume.  The 200  page vo lume is  bound  wi th a  fest ive hol iday 

red and whi te  marbled  paper   se t  o ff wi th a  deep  maroon Sturd ite  sp ine tha t  

conta ins  a  bordered  label  with  gi l t  le t ter ing,  in the same shape as  the  ‘t i t le  

labe l ’ on the front  cover .  A Century 6 /7 typeface  is  used.   A br ight  red r ibbon 

bookmark i s  also included ,  topp ing off the vo lume,  a l l  done 

wi th  a  very r ich presentat ion,  and quite  ‘Dickensian’.                                                          

     The  endpapers  are another  spec ia l  par t  o f the  book’s 

presenta t ion.  Each i s  embell i shed wi th  a  painting by George 

Alfred Will iams from the 1905 Pla t t  &  Peck ed it ion of this  

favori te  Dickens’  novel .  What a  grea t  story the  paint ing 

tel l s ,  T iny Tim r id ing on his  fa ther ’s shoulders  through the 

snow-covered  s treets,  with Mr.  Scrooge  s tand ing by to  

greet  them,  his l i fe  renewed.  The combination of the marble 

binding and  the  spec ial  endpapers are a  grea t  addit ion to  

this old  favor i te .    

   The Chris tmas Presen t  volume is  des igned to  match the main volume wi th an 

ident ica l  marbled  paper  cover  and sp ine.  The unique  thing about  Christmas 

Presen t  is  tha t  the red  r ibbon forms a loop  tha t  wi l l  a l lo w you to  hang the 

volume as a  hol iday decoration.  The inside endpapers contain the same George 

Alfred Will iams  pa int ing.  There are 100  blank pages  to  record your  own 

thoughts and memor ies of the season.  The  las t  volume ,  Chris tmas Future  i s  

provided as another  ‘blank page book’ for  recording the  detai l s  o f gi f t s ,  

par t ies ,  spec ia l  rec ipes,  or  other  special  fes t ivi t ies for  future re ference.  This 

volume is  sof tbound  and  consists  o f a  s ingle signature  o f  paper ,  bound wi th  a  

st i f f  paper  cover ,  hand-sewn wi th a  br ight  green thread.  The edi t ion i s  l imi ted  

to  20 cop ies,  each numbered and s igned by the publ isher .  The three -volume  set  

is  s ized  at  3  inches  x 2  ½ inches,  $85,  plus handling.   

            

Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  To ny F i rma n ,  2 0 5  Ba yn e  Ro ad ,  P .O.  Bo x  5 0 7 ,  Ha s l e t ,  TX  7 6 052  o r  

ema i l :  TonyFirman@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:TonyFirman@earthlink.net
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Flying Carpet ,  Pat  Sweet,  Bo Press ,  2007.   There i s  a  cer tain  bel ie f  in magic 

that  everyone possesses ,  young or  old ,  i t  i s  a lways  there.   Flying Carpet  is  

about magic and how you can let  your  mind  so ar  in the sky wi th the s l ightest  

breeze .  The int roduct ion ,  which i s  somewhat  academic,  begins wi th a  br ief  

his tory of f lying carpets ,  the ir  behaviors and  the ir  sight ings…”Stor ies o f  

f lying or  magic carpe ts have their  or igin  pr imar i ly in Persian legend and were  

popular ized in Western culture by translat ions o f The Thousand and One 

Nigh ts .   Origina l  flying carpe ts were formerly in animate texti les ensorce lled 

by magical  p rac ti t ioners  of some kind ,  and once released by,  or  escaped  from,  

their  masters ,  became the fera l  carpe ts o f  the Dark Ages.  These degenera ted 

into  the wi ld  flying carpets we know today,  and i t  is  wi th the few record ed 

sightings o f these  magnif icent  and p layful  carpe ts that  this  book dea ls ."  The 

Thousand  and One Nigh ts ,  i s  a  col lec t ion of folk tales assembled dur ing the 

Islamic Golden Age,  750 -1258 CE and i s  o ften kno wn as the Arabian  Nights ,  

from the f ir st  Engl ish l anguage ed it ion in 1706 .  

    The Fly ing Carpet  i s  comprised of  64 pages and 32  

i l lus tra t ions presented  to  appear  as  though they are 

photographs in  a  p icture  album  complete  wi th the l i t t le  

black tr iangular  border s  on each p ic ture.   There is  a  picture 

of a  flying  carpe t  a t tached to  a  pigeon house in  Port  Royal ,  

dated 1889,  another  o f a  carpe t  emerging from the mist  o f 

the Nevada  Fal ls ,  ano ther  escap ing from a dol l  

house,  another  stuck on the blades o f a  windmill ,  and ye t  

ano ther ,  th is  i s  my favor i te ,  f lying under  the ‘jack -kni fe ’ 

Wabash Avenue Bridge ,  in  Chicago.  I f  you have ever  

walked over  the Wabash Avenue  Bridge  you know just  how much wind i s  in  

the Windy Ci ty,  great  fo r  f lying carpets !  

     The  volume is  hardbound  wi th a  ‘sky-b lue puffy cloud’ imaged paper .  The 

t i t le  i s  provided as a  co lor  co -ordinated  namepla te  for  the front  cover  as wel l  

as the sp ine.  The endpapers are pr inted wi th an i l lustrat ion to  resemble an 

intr ica te  Pers ian carpe t  wi th  muted shades o f rose and pink.  The vo lume 

measures 1  ½ inches x 1  ⅛ inches us ing a combination of  3  pt .  and 6 p t .  font .  

The book operates very wel l  and i s  assembled  with a  high qual i ty cot ton paper .  

Open ed it ion,  e ach copy is  s igned by Pat  Sweet,  $24.   

                   

Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  Pat  S wee t ,  2 31  Ea s t  B la in e  S t ree t ,  R i ve rs id e ,  CA 9 2 50 7 ,         

www.b op ressmin ia tu reb oo ks . co m  o r  ema i l :  i n fo @bo p ressmin ia tu reb oo ks . co m  

 

Ed i to r ’ s  No te :  Pa t  h a s  b een  wo rk in g  on  severa l  n ew  b o oks ,  o n e  a  ‘p o p -u p ’  b oo k  ab o u t  t h e  f l e e  

c i rcu s  a n d  an o th er  b o o k/ma p co mb in a t io n  vo lu me  a b ou t  Ame l ia  Ea rh a r t  

 

mailto:info@bopressminiaturebooks.com
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Four Fables In Slang, George Ade, Bo Press, 2011. George Ade,  was one of the most  

popular  co mic  wr ite rs in  Amer ica  at  the  turn of  the 20th century and is  today 

undeservedly almost  forgot ten.  A country boy from Ind iana,  he wro te sweet ly 

sa t ir ic  essays ,  books,  and plays  about country people in  a  snappy and very 

Amer ican vernacular .  George Ade re igned as  one of the most  popular  wr iter s 

in  America,  his  fan base  ranging fro m the man on the st ree t  to  such notables as 

l i terary cr i t ic  Will iam Dean Ho wells and  humorist  Mark Twain.  This  l i t t le  

volume has four  o f his bes t .  Their  t i t les are :  ‘The Fable  o f  Handso me 

Jethero. . . ’ ,  ‘What the College Incubator  Did… ’,  ‘The Fable  o f the Good 

Fai ry…’,  and The Fable of the Sl im Gir l ’ .  The introduct ion is  wr it ten by Jean 

Shepard  and provides a  gl impse into  the  wr it ing of Ade.  “There are no heroes 

or  noble f igures in Ade.  All  are  subjec t  to  the same t r ivial  emot ions  and 

continual  t iny frus tra t ions,  r ich and poor  a l ike.  Ade has ,  as no one,  before or  

since chronic led the Great  Unchronicled…Those  who set t le  for  what they get  

and  quie t ly move on.  This means most  o f,  in the end .”  

     I  have not  dec ided which fab le i s  my favori te .  Each i s  unique unto i t sel f   

and  l i fe  in general .  You wi l l  have to  just  read the l i t t le  

book and dec ide fo r  yourse l f  as to  what i s  your  favor i te .   

There a re some grea t  i l lustrat ions  to  go along with each 

story.  Paw and Wilber  lead through the  reader  through 

the f irs t  two fables.  Whi le  the Broad Gir l  and the Cold 

Proposi t ion provides  the  journey back in t ime to  a  less 

complex l i fe .  Each fable  concludes  wi th an appropriate  

moral .     

     The  Four Fables In  Slang  i s  hardbound in an 

unb leached l inen clo th,  wi th  coord inated soft  orange 

colored labels  on bo th the cover  and the spine .   The endpapers are  done in  a  

pale ye l low color  wi th a  Fleur -de- l i s  des ign.  There are a  total  o f  64 pages and 

six i l lustrat ions al l  done  on a high qual i ty cot ton paper ,  us ing a  Pyi forme 

Tones  font ,  very c lear  and nice margins,  p leasing to  the eye  and easy to  read.  

The book i s  2  3 / 1 6  inches  x 1  1 1 / 1 6  inches,  open edit ion,  each copy s igned  by Pat  

Sweet ,  $42.   

 

Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  Pat  S wee t ,  2 31  Ea s t  B la in e  S t ree t ,  R i ve rs id e ,  CA 9 2 50 7 ,         

www.b op ressmin ia tu reb oo ks . co m  o r  ema i l :  i n fo @bo p ressm in ia tu reb oo ks . co m  

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@bopressminiaturebooks.com
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Experiments and Observations on Different Kinds  of  Air ,  P lum Park P ress 

2010.  The or igina l  sc ienti f ic  work was  wr it ten by Joseph Priest ly in 1775 -1776 

as a  six vo lume se t ,  which documented the ser ies o f experiments tha t  he  

conducted  on ‘a ir s’,  the most  notab le o f  which was  his discovery of oxygen 

which he cal led "dephlogis t icated a ir ” .   

      The second edi t ion on which this  Plum Park Press minia ture  edi t ion is  

based  was published  by Lucan in London in 1775.  Experiments and 

Observat ion on Di f feren t  Kinds o f  Air  i s  the fir s t  in a  ser ies o f ‘c lassic  

sc ient i fic ’ t i t les bound in a  minia ture format  tha t  i s  underway by Tony Firman 

Bookbind ing.   The Theory o f  Ligh t ,  by Chr is t ian Huygens i s  the second t i t le  in  

the ser ies wi th  others under  cons iderat ion.   

      I t  i s  hard to  image just  ho w someone in  the  18th century conduct ed bas ic  

sc ient i fic  research on such subjec ts wi thout the aid  o f computers ,  ready access 

to  the  appl ied research,  and  al l  the too ls that  we have avai lable today .  I t  must  

have made for  long days  in the lab.  Although many of his 

result s  puzzled him,  Pr ies t ley used the phlogiston theory  to  

reso lve the unkno wns.  That  obsolete  theory,  however ,  led him 

to  conclude tha t  there were only three types o f a ir :  ‘ f ixed’,  

‘a lka line ’,  and ‘ac id ’.  P r iest ley ignored the burgeoning 

chemistry ,  indeed d ismissing i t  in his wr it ing these  volumes.  

Instead,  he focused  on the three gases and the ‘changes in  

their  sensible proper t ies ’.  This miniature  edi t ion has an 

overal l  s ize i s  3  inches  x 2  ⅛  inches  and consis ts  o f 340 text  

pages .  Inc luded as well  are two larger  than ‘page s ize’  foldout 

i l lus tra t ions o f the equipment that  Pr iest ly  made use o f dur ing 

his exper iments .  The front i spiece  sho ws a unique color  

reproduct ion of a  contemporary port rai t  o f Pr iest ly,  the 

or igina l ,  which now resides in the Nat ion a l  Portrai t  Gallery ,  

in  London,  England.  The t iny gem is bound in  a  dark navy 

lea ther -f inish Sturd ite ,  wi th  a  gi l t  le t tered red spine labe l .  The 

f inished product  i s  very at trac t ive  and done  wi th  considerab le 

craft smanship.  The pages are pr inted  us ing a Caxton 5/6 

typeface  on an ac id free  paper  and  hard bound .   Overa ll ,  I  

th ink this is  grea t  genre wi thin the world o f  miniature books.  Somet imes we 

take for  granted many of the common i tems in our  l ives  today  and do no t  

revisi t  the sources o f  scienti f ic  kno wledge  tha t  a re the  bui lding b locks o f  

sc ience  and much o f what we have in p lace today.  

      Experiments and  Observa tion on  Dif ferent  Kinds o f  A ir  was  publ ished 

or igina lly as a  l imi ted numbered ed it ion of 10 copies,  expanded to  a  second 

edit ion in  2011,  $55.   

 

Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  To ny F i rma n ,  2 0 5  Ba yn e  Ro ad ,  P .O.  Bo x  5 0 7 ,  Ha s l e t ,  TX  7 6 052  o r  

ema i l :  TonyFirman@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phlogiston_theory
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_chemistry
mailto:TonyFirman@earthlink.net
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Theory  of  Light ,  2010,  Plum Park  Press .  Christ iaan Huygens ,  a  

prominent Dutch mathe matician,  as tronomer,  and physicis t  wro te 

the or igina l  t rea t i se  whi le  in  France  about  1666  as the Trai té  de  la  

Lumière  and i t  was  presented to  the French Royal  Academy of 

Science  in 1678.   

     The  Theory of  L ight  is  the second in  a  sc ient i fic  ser ies being  

published by the P lum Park Press.  The or iginal  edit ion when fir s t  

pub lished in 1690 carr ied a  sub ti t le ,  “In which are explained the 

cases o f that  which occurs in re f lec t ion,  and in refrac tion and 

par t icular ly in the strange refract ion of Iceland crys tal .”  The 1690 

edit ion was  publ ished in  French ,  however  this minia ture vo lume is  

based  on the modern Engl ish transla t ion,  which  was  done in 1912 

for  the Universi ty o f Chicago Press.  Th e ed it ion is  publ ished wi th  

numerous  i l lustrat ions  to  highl ight  and explain  t he scienti f ic  text .                                                      

     The  minia ture ed it ion has an overal l  s ize o f 2  ⅞ inches x 2  ⅛ 

inches,  conta ins 260 pages us ing an acid  free p remium paper  and a  

Caslon Antique,  7/8  typeface .   I  think the se lect ion of the typeface 

adds to  the presenta t ion of the vo lume given the age of the or igina l  

work.  The front i spiece contains a  contemporary color  por tra i t  o f the author .  

The volume is  bound  wi th  a  dark brown Sturdi te  and uses a  matching brown 

and  copper  color ed endpaper .  The spine  carr ies a  br ight  green labe l  presented 

wi th  gi l t  le t te r ing.  

     Theory o f  L ight  was published in an edi t ion of 12 copies ,  $ 45,  p lus 

shipp ing.  Each copy i s  s igned by the publisher  as wel l  as numbered.  

Understanding that  th is  is  the second t i t le  in an ongoing ser ies  by Plum Creek 

Press,  I  look forward wi th  ant ic ipa tion for  the  next  add it ion.  

 

Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  To ny F i rma n ,  2 0 5  Ba yn e  Ro ad ,  P .O.  Bo x  5 0 7 ,  Ha s l e t ,  TX  7 6 052  o r  

ema i l :  TonyFirman@earthlink.net 

 

 

Additional Books Received:  

 

     I  would also l ike  to  mention three add it iona l  minia ture books  tha t  I  

rece ived from a long t ime publ isher ,  The Bronte Press.  Suzanne Smith 

Pruchnicki  has produced  over  90 t i t les  since the press was founded in 1977.   

The three new volumes tha t  were rece ived are :  Vaslav Ni j insky ,  produced  in 

2008,  inc luding severa l  hand  colored i l lus tra t ions a long wi th  the  s tory of  this 

famous bal le t  dancer .  Robin Hood ,  produced in 2010 and The Balle t  Russe o f  

Long Ago ,  p roduced in 2011.  Al l  o f these books are avai lable from The Bronte 

Press and Museum, 6712N, 4180W, Bourbonna is,  IL,  60914  

 

 

mailto:TonyFirman@earthlink.net
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Miniature Books and the Grummich Family , by Mark Palkovic 

     

 I  recently interviewed Karl  Grummich about his fa ther ,  master  binder  Hugo 

Grummich (1926 -2005) .  Hugo establ i shed the Cinc innati  B indery in 1964 

binding full -s ize books and  crea t ing loose - leaf binders.  One of the f irm’s f irs t  

jobs was to  create 3 -r ing b inders for  i ssues  o f P layboy magazine.  A short  t ime 

later ,  Hugo was  approached  by the  Kennedy family to  bind some “small  books” 

for  them,  as a  p r iva te ed it ion.   Thus,  in add it ion t o  ful l -size work,  the 

Cincinnat i  Bindery began i t s  his tory of producing miniature bind ings .   

     Hugo  Grummich was  born in Sarajevo ,  Bosnia and spent  his format ive 

years,  unt i l  age 14,  in Zagreb.  In 1940  he moved  to  Knit te l fe ld ,  Austr ia  to  

work a t  his  unc le’s b indery.  At age 17 he was draf ted into  the  German army 

and  fought in a  Panzer  uni t  on the Russian front .  He was captured by the  

Russians and he ld as a  p r isoner  o f war .  He escaped but  was recaptured and 

spent  the remainder  o f the war  in pr ison in Odess a.  

     After  the  war  ended,  he  re turned to  Austr ia  and resumed his work as a  

master  b inder .  In Judenburg he met his future wife Diana.  The Grummichs had 

three sons;  the  fir st  two,  Kar l  and Frank,  were born in Austr ia .  In 1952 the 

fami ly immigra ted  to  the United States wi th Hugo working on a freighter  and 

the fami ly s taying in  the  baggage area .  A fami ly in  Cinc innati  sponsored the 

fami ly,  which al lowed them to s tay permanently  in the United Sta tes.  

     Hugo  found employment in the Ar t  Gui ld  Bindery in Cinc innat i ,  working 

under  George Ort ,  and eventua lly became a par tner  in the f irm.  In  1964,  he  

crea ted his o wn f irm,  the Cinc innati  B indery,  wi th  three employees .  The  

company had two divis ions:  the loose - leaf d ivis ion and the book d ivis ion.  

Within a  few years,  the company grew to  30 employees and  moved to  a  30,000 

square foot  p lant  on Spr ing Grove Avenue.  Hugo did spec ia l  bind ings  and 

served as a  consul tant  for  the Rare Book Depar tment o f the Public  Library of  

Cincinnat i  and Hamil ton County.  Among the pro jects  tha t  he  worked  on for  the 

l ibrary was an anthropodermic  bind ing (a  book bound in human skin) .  By the 

mid-1970’s the Cinc innati  B indery had  60 employees .  

     After  creat ing the “small  books” for  the Kennedy fami ly,  Hugo was asked  

by Ward Schori  to  b ind his  miniatures.  Hugo  took this on as  a  welcome 

chal lenge and enli s ted the help o f  his wife Diana.  The miniature bind ing was 

done  at  ho me by the husband -and-wife team using specia l  equipment that  Hugo 

developed  for  the task.  Accord ing to  his son Karl ,  the mone y they earned fro m 

the minia tures was used for  go l f and  for  vacat ions.  

     In 1977,  Hugo was approached by Mir iam Irwin of the Mosaic Press to  bind 

her  minia ture publicat ions.  As Miriam’s  books  were mostly dollhouse s ize (1  

inch or  less) ,  this  was  even mo re of  a  chal lenge for  Hugo,  but  one he gladly 
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took on.  Hugo and Diana bound Mosaic Press books unt i l  Hugo’s ret irement in 

1996 because of  ar thr i t i s .  Hugo taught Mir iam his methods and techniques and 

handed over  the b inding tasks to  her .  Mir iam cont inued to  b ind minia tures as  

the Bib ilo t  Bindery.   

     The  name Mosaic Press was insp ired by the t iny,  jewel - l ike  t i les tha t  form 

a mosaic design and were imi ta ted by the  t iny books that  the press  produced.   

Mir iam was insp ired to  es tabl i sh Mosaic Press a f ter  she reca lled see ing 

Col leen Moore’s  Fairy Castle  as a  chi ld  a t  the Museum of Sc ience and Industry 

in  Chicago.  She real ized  that  the  la rgest  po tentia l  market  for  minia ture books 

were do llhouse enthusiasts ,  and she wanted her  books to  las t  for  the ages.  Not 

long af ter  Mosaic  Press was  star ted,  Mir iam began to  rece ive manuscrip ts,  

ge t t ing about three every day for  many years.  Of these,  she selected only the 

bes t .   

     I  was for tunate to  have my manuscr ipt  Musical  Boxes published by Mosaic 

Press in 1983 .  A few yea rs ago Miriam offered me the  remaining unbound 

shee ts.  I  j umped at  the chance to  make my book avai lable again.  About  a  year  

ago ,  I  contac ted Hugo’s son and my good fr iend Karl  Grummich about b inding 

these remaining cop ies.  

     Born in Aust r ia ,  Kar l  moved to  Cincinnat i  with his  fami ly and graduated 

from high school in  1968.  He at tended the Univers i ty o f  Cinc innati  s tudying 

pharmacy and e lec tro  physio logy.  In 1989 ,  he began his own business,  

Grummich Enterpr ises ,  making 4 mi l l ion vinyl  phone  book covers wi th  

advert is ing per  year .  Jus t  before  his fa ther ’s ret i rement ,  Karl  bought the asse ts  

of the Cincinnat i  Bindery and took over  the craf t  his  fa ther  taught him. Karl ’s 

brother  Frank had stud ied bookbinding in Vienna  and joined the fami ly 

business.  Grummich Ente rpr ises was bought by the John Galt  B indery in 2003 

and  moved across  the  Ohio  River  to  Dayton,  Kentucky.  Under  Kar l ’s direct ion,  

the John Gal t  Bindery did a  big business  making diploma covers,  200 ,000  per  

year ,  in add it ion to  books,  boxes and port fol ios .  

     In 2009,  John Galt  B indery was bought  by Centennial  Graphics ,  which 

moved  the  bind ing opera t ion to  New Albany,  Ind iana,  across the Ohio River  

from Louisvil le ,  Kentucky.  Because  of the lengthy commute from Cincinnati ,  

and  because of fami ly obliga tions,  Kar l  re turned to  Cincinnati  in a  year  later  

and  created  a new f irm,  Cincinnat i  Bindery and Packaging,  located  at  his  

fa ther ’s f irm’s  or iginal  home on Spring Grove Avenue.  Kar l ’s  c l ients inc lude 

the Porsche Club of America,  Avery Dennison,  Bridge Publ ica t io ns for  the 

Church of Sciento logy,  and  many o thers.  For  the Minia ture Book Socie ty,  Kar l  

and  his bro ther  Frank bound The Cabin In  the Clearing,  Grande Dame,  Many 

Li t t les  Make a  Much,  and A Scot t i sh  Tale .   Like  his father ,  Karl  re l i shed  the 

chal lenge of  bind ing the  remaining copies o f  Musical  Boxes  for  me.  
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     I  se lec ted a  red faux lea ther  paper  for  the sp ine of Musica l  Boxes ,  and a 

pr inted  marb led -pa ttern paper  for  the covers.  Mir iam had given me the o r igina l  

stamping d ie fo r  the sp ine,  so  Karl  agreed to  stamp the sp ine in gold.  The book 

turned out  to  be a  beauti ful  gem,  and a  good contrast  to  the or igina l  b ind ing of 

Musica l  Boxes  done by Hugo in gray kid  leather  wi th gray marbled covers.  

Karl  and his  son Matt  executed  the  new  bind ing of Musical  Boxes .  The 

Grummich fami ly tradi t ion of miniature bind ing continues!   



Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n :  Ma rk  Pa lko v i c ,  6 20  C l in ton  Sp r in g s  Aven u e ,  C in c in n at i ,  OH  4 522 9 -1 3 2 5 

ma rk .p a l ko v i c@u c .edu  
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Understanding the Value of Paper ,  by Peter Thomas   

 

In my ini t ial  Microbib liophile  ar t ic le ,  ‘Thoughts on Collect ing Miniature 

Books as Works of Ar t , ’  I  descr ibed how I  look at  books when I  am thinking 

about add ing them to my collec t ion.  To summar ize,  I  f i r s t  study the des ign and 

execut ion of i t s  b indi ng for  the qual i ty o f  mater ials  and craf tsmanship.  The 

second  thing I  do is  look a t  the paper .  Those who kno w me may wonder  i f  th is  

is  b iased  by the  fac t  tha t  I  am a papermaker  and  make the paper  for  al l  the 

books that  Donna and I  produce.  Al though this i s  t rue I  am not  the  only one  

who thinks  tha t  the paper  i s  one of the most  important  aesthet ic  elements o f a  

book.  Bruce Rogers,  perhaps the bes t  kno wn American book designer  o f the 

twentieth century,  wro te  in his book Paragraphs  on Print ing ,  " I f  you intend  to  

des ign books in al l  their  elements,  then you should  make  a c lose study of 

papers . . .  So much emphasis  has recent ly been put  on type that  the quest ion of 

paper ,  which to  my mind is  even more important  in bookmaking,  has been 

somewhat neglec ted."  Expressi ng the  same l ine of thought ,  in another  way,  

poet  Will iam Everson ,  who was my print ing teacher  and mentor ,  wro te in his  

1976 ar t icle ,  Ref lec t ions  on Print ing as a  Fine Art ,  “The  most  fundamental  

th ing about a  book i s  to  f ind the r ight  paper ,  and  the quali t y o f the paper  is  in 

some ways the most  e lus ive.  Cr i t ics o f the book genera lly focus  on the 

type…But the paper  i s  more fundamenta l ,  because tha t  i s  where  the  beauty 

begins,  and in the end ,  tha t  i s  al l  that  beauty can come back to  –  the substance 

of the paper ,  the f ie ld  on which the  whole thing can act . ”  

     To explore  this  idea I  suggest  you rando mly choose  five  books  from your  

collect ion to  study whi le  I  share my thoughts about  paper .  Can you see any 

di fference between the papers used in  those books?  Some  paper s wi l l  be glossy 

or  semi-glossy and some wi l l  be non -ref lect ive o r  mat t .  Another  paper  wi l l  be  

smooth or  sl ick,  verses  one  tha t  i s  sof t  or  textured.  Yet ano ther  paper  wi l l  be  

thick or  r igid ,  in contras t  to  a  paper  that  is  th in or  f lexible .  So me paper s  wi l l  

have a watermark that  can be seen i f  you hold i t  up to  a  l ight  source .  Some of 

the papers  wi l l  have  a hard sur face,  designed for  handwr it ing or  o ffse t  

pr int ing.   Another  paper  wi l l  have a  sof ter  sur face to  take the impress ion of 

let terpress pr int ing .  Most  papers des igned for  o ffse t  pr int ing or  for  photocopy 

machines  wi l l  have  a fa i r ly hard sur face and are not  rea l ly suitable  for  

let terpress pr int ing.  Can you te l l  by looking at  your  books i f  the paper  used 

was  designed and proper ly matched to  the pr int ing process  tha t  was used  in the 

publicat ion of the book?   

     Bruce Rogers a lso wrote,  "The f ir st  books I  remember  to  have seen on 

hand-made paper ,  whi le  typographica lly o f no  interest ,  seemed very at tract ive 

to  me."  When I  fir s t  began making books ,  I  a l so not iced this wonder ful  qua li ty 
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of handmade paper .  I t  seemed that  the paper  was  al ive.  For  me,  the act  o f 

touching and feel ing a wel l -made shee t  o f handmade paper  adds a  level  of 

enjoyment that  cannot be achieved wi th machine  made papers.  I f  none of  the  

f ive books,  you have chosen,  have handmade paper  then look through your  

collect ion to  find  one that  does.  Co mpare the handmade to  commerc ial  papers 

and  you wi l l  d iscover  what I  mean about the joys o f feel ing a  good handmade 

paper .  You wi l l  not ice I  a lways  say a ‘good’  piece of hand made paper .  This i s  

because some paper  made by beginners,  wi thout proper  equipment  or  

kno wledge,  though beauti ful ,  may be unsui tab le for  bookwork.   

     Book des igners o ften choose the paper  for  i t s  aesthe tic  impact ,  but  there 

can be o ther  fac tors  tha t  determine  the  choice o f  a  paper .  Color ,  texture and  

strength are al l  e lements  of paper  tha t  the designer  can use  to  crea te a  mood in 

the book.  For  example ,  a  book about a  bab y gir l  might be more successful  i f  

pr inted  on soft  p ink pa per  than i f  i t  were pr inted on a sl ick and  hard grey 

shee t .  A book about c louds might work be tter  on a  sof t  Orienta l  paper  than 

card stock wi th a  l inen sur face.  Be aware  tha t  the pr inter  may have  chosen the 

paper  for  pract ical  reasons:  a  heavy typeface  l ike Caslon works wel l  on a  

coarse paper ,  whi le  a  de licate  type  l ike Park Avenue works bet ter  on a less 

textured shee t  where the  f ine l ines o f  the type are not  d is tor ted by the changes  

in  depth on the sur face of the paper .  Minia ture books have their  o wn speci a l  

considera t ions.  S ti f f  paper  might work for  an accordion book,  but  in a  sewn 

book i t  wi l l  no t  fo ld  eas i ly ,  and the book wil l  probably re fuse to  close.  Thin 

paper  might fo ld  eas i ly ,  but  i t  may be too  transparent  fo r  the text  and imagery 

being pr inted  on i t .   

     I  hope  tha t  these few words about paper  wi l l  lead you to  take some t ime to  

consider  the paper  used in  the  books  you have  in  your  col lec t ion.  I  encourage 

you to  browse  through your  col lec t ion for  a  tac t i le  ra ther  than l i terary 

experience and see wh at  pleasures you find.   

 

Ed i to r ’ s  No te :  Pe t e r  a n d  Don n a  Th o ma s  h ave  b egu n  t he i r  seco n d  yea r  o f  t o u r in g  t h e  Un i t ed  

S ta t e s  i n  th e  Gyp sy  Wa go n .    

 

Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  Pe t er  Th o ma s ,  2 6 0  1 5 t h  S t ree t ,  S an ta  Cru z ,  CA 95 0 62  o r  

p e t e ra n dd o nn a @cru z io . co m  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:peteranddonna@cruzio.com
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Postage Stamps In Miniature books : by Robert F. Orr Hanson  

 

Postage stamps are only used to  mai l  le t ter s and  packages.  Right?  Wrong ! 

Publ ishers o f miniature  books,  those t iny tomes whose he ight  and width d o no t  

exceed three inches ,  use  regular  and co mmemorative postage  s tamps as 

fronti spiece  i l lustrat ions,  t ipped -in,  opposite  the t i t le  page as wel l  as 

i l lus tra t ions  added to  other  sect ions o f a  book.  What i s  the purpose of this 

pract ice?  The  s tamps are used to  enhance the beauty of the book as well  as to  

add grea ter  meaning and  visual  value to  the book.   Moreover ,  the stamp lends a  

color ful  representa t ion to  the presenta t ion and the smal l  size o f the stamp  in 

rela t ion to  the book cont inues to  expand the appeal  o f  the  book.  Stamp 

collect ing is  a  very old hobby and has provided many rewards in  tha t  

collectors learn about geography,  his tory,  sc ience,  ar t ,  l i tera ture and much 

more.  Miniature books l ike stamps cover  a  vas t  subject  area.  The genera l ly 

small  fo rmat o f stamps and  the s tory th ey tel l  with thei r  ar twork f i t  well  wi th 

minia ture  books.  Beginning in 1940 ,  wi th the publicat ion of Five  American 

Immorta ls ,  by Achi l le  J .  St .  Onge and cont inuing through the present  day more 

than 125 miniature books have been produced  making use o f  s tamp s as 

i l lus tra t ive  addi t ions to  the book.   

     There are biographical  t rea tments  o f celebrated authors such as John 

Ste inbeck,  Ernest  Hemingway and  Mark Twain.  There a re U.S.  president ial  

inaugura l  addresses o f :  Roosevelt ,  Kennedy,  John son,  and  Nixon.  Othe r  

capt ivat ing subjec ts in minia ture  books are :  Chris tmas,  Sherlock Holmes,  cats ,  

dogs,  Japanese fables,  Cathol ica ,  bib l iographies,  poetry,  alphabet  books,  

cookery,  ar t s  and ar t i st s ,  ho t -a ir  ba llooning,  Cal i forniana,  Linco lniana,  

Shakespeare ,  as wel l  as many re l igious s tor ies .  The bread th of the subject  

matter  is  almost  inf ini te .  My ar t icle  wi l l  present  several  minia ture books  and 

the accompanying postage s tamps to  fur ther  advance my po int  re lat ive to  the 

va lue of  us ing postage s tamps in  minia ture books.  Man y publishers have  used 

this i l lus tra t ive  device;  we wi l l  no w explore a  selec t ion of the diminut ive 

dandies and  the  wide var iety o f the subjects that  are presented .  

      Five  American Immorta l s,  by Joseph Auslanders  was the 

third  book published by St .  Ong e  and the f irs t  to  included 

postage stamps .  The  s tamps dep ic t  the American poets H.  W. 

Longfel low,  J .R.  Lowel l ,  J .  W. Ri ley,  W. Whi tman,  and J .  G.  

Whi tt ier .  The s tamps are al l  pr inted  as ‘single color ’ general  

denomination s tamps that  re f lect ed  the  l imi ta t ions o f the 

stamp print ing technology of the per iod ,  the  mult i -colored 

stamps and commemorat ives that  are in general  use today 

began to  appear  in the 1960 ’s t imeframe.  The  book is  bound wi th a  deep blue 
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gi l t  c lo th over  boards.  The s tamps are incorpora ted i nto  the  design of  each 

sec tion of the book,  which i s  divided to  highl ight  the  work of  each poet .  

     Achi l le  J .  S t .  Onge cont inued to  incorpora te the use o f  postage  s tamps wi th  

his many books.  In 1967 ,  he publ ished Thoreau’s Turtle  Nest ,  from the journa l  

notes o f Henry David  Thoreau.  The book was bound in r ich green leather ,  wi th 

a  tur t le  design as  well  as the t i t le  beauti ful ly imprinted  and scr ipted in gi l t  on 

the front  cover .  The  postage s tamp tha t  was t ipped in wi th the design of the 

fronti spiece  was a  U.S.  5  cent  denominat ional  stamp tha t  bears the l ikeness o f 

Thoreau,  done as a  three  color  s tamp.  The co lor  of Thoreau’s name on the 

stamp is  carr ied across  into  the  design of  the  cover  page of  the  book.  

     The  noted  churchman,  histor ian,  scho lar ,  avid stamp co llec tor ,  and proli f ic  

publisher  o f  minia ture books,  Msgr .  Franc is  J .  Weber ,  has inc luded 

commemorat ive stamps in many of his  books.  In 1975,  he co llaborated  with 

Achi l le  J .  St .  Onge  to  produce Cal ifornia  On United S tates 

Postage Stamps .  The book is  bound in b lue gil t  lea ther  and 

includes  28 facs imi les o f postage s tamps as well  as an actua l  

6-cent  commemorat ive postage stamp opposi te  the t i t le  page.  

Repr inted from the preface of the book; “Few i f  any s ta tes  in  

the Federal  Union have been so honored a s  Cal i fornia in the 

number o f stamps i ssued  to  commemorate loca l  personages,  

anniversar ies and  events .  This resume is  prepared as par t  o f 

the bicentennial  t r ibute to  a  na tion by i t s  most  populous and 

prominent commonweal th. ”  

     Hil lary & Petko publ ished A Grand  Place,  John Steinbeck’s Homes In  

Paci f ic  Grove  and Monterey.  Produced in 1979 ,  a  U.S.  15 cent  denominational  

stamp wi th a  por tra i t  o f John Ste inbeck graces the front isp iece.  The book is  

bound in orange and whi te  paper  over  boards,  has three drawing s  of the house 

and  contains 23 pages.  The same publisher  crea ted ano ther  miniature Tao 

House,  Eugene O’Nei l l’ s  Idea l  Home ,  in 1988 .  The Nobel Pr ize winning 

dramat ist  buil t  his  s ixteen-room home near  Danvi l le ,  a  shor t  dr ive fro m San 

Francisco.  Facing the co pyr ight  page is  a  U.S.  one dollar  deno minational  

commemorat ive stamp with O’Nei l l ’s  por tra i t .      

     Ian MacDonald,  at  h is  Glenni ffer  Press,  in Scotland,  in 

1981,  published  Scot t i sh  Highland Posta l  Serv ice  in red 

lea ther  wi th the endpapers pr inted  wi th many facsimi les  o f 

postmarks  or  cance llat ion marks.  The  t ipped -in  ful l  co lor  

stamp dep ic ts Sir  Rowland Hi l l ,  who introduced the f irs t  

universal  ra te  postal  sys tem to  the wor ld in 1839 ,  which 

changed the postal  process to  incorpora te postage fees based 

on weight  d isregard ing dis tance as wel l  as introducing the 
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idea o f  the  postage  s tamp i t se l f .   

     Stanley Marcus ’  The  Somesuch Press,  publ ished  in 1985,  

Skyborne,  A  Bal looning Baedecker.  Toby Smith,  a  ret ired 

reporter  for  the loca l  Albuquerque newspapers,  wr ote  the  

story.  Bound in red c loth over  boards,  color ful  hot -air  

balloons  grace the front  cover  and the endpapers .  This  book 

also disp lays  a  U.S.  20 cent  s tamp wi th six bal loons in  fl ight  

as well  as  bal looning s tamps from Franc e ,  Belgium,  Poland,  

and  Sur iname,  the smalles t  country in South America.  

     In 1998,  I  wro te and published through my 

Opuscula  Press ,  Georgia  O’Keefe  in  New Mexico ,  

the oblong book is  a  bound in a  b lack clo th wi th 

gold le t ter ing on the front  cover  and spine.  This  

minia ture  book i s  a  thumbnail  sketch about this  

famous painter ’s l i fe  in New Mexico.  T ipped-in next  

to  the  cover  page i s  a  beauti ful  ful l  color  U.S.  32 

cent  commemorat ive s tamp fea tur ing a red poppy in 

ful l  b loom.  The stamp is  a  fi t t ing match for  the wi ldflo wers that  were a  

favori te  subject  o f the painter  during her  long career .   

     Las t ly,  Dr.  Seuss,  A Min iography  was publ ished  

by yours truly in 2006.  I t  was a  soft  cover  book 

produced in  orange  s tock wi th Seuss ian characters on 

the covers .  The  text  consis ted of 37 pages a nd  

conta ined a  U.S.  37  cent  commemorat ive stamp 

featur ing Theodor  Seuss  Geisel  on the front isp iece.  

 

Now le t  i t  be sa id…  

 

“I  am the world’s grea test  t raveler .  I  p icture maps of the world and par ts  o f the 

world.  I  dep ict  al l  manner  o f sports.  I  i l lustrate  the adventures o f  Don Quixote,  

the fa iry tales o f childhood.  I  am the world’s greates t  picture chronicle ,  

mi l l ions co llect  me,  thousands have escaped boredom through my var iety,  

hundreds have been saved fro m insanity through my fascinat ion,  ye t  I  am only 

a  postage  s tamp”  

     Many thanks  for  these extrac ts to  Ernest  W.  Brady and his Soli loquy of  a  

Postage Stamp ,  courtesy of Keepsake for  Fr iends,  B lack Cat Press,  1978 .  

      

There you have it!  
 

 
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Ed i tor ’ s  n o t e :  Th e r e  i s  a  min i a tu re  b o ok  en t i r e ly  d ev ot ed  t o  min i a tu re  b o ok s  an d  p os t a g e  

s t amp s ,  Min ia tu re  Boo ks  Re la t i ve  t o  Po s ta g e  S ta mp s ,  two  vo lu m es ,  c omp i l ed  b y Ka lm an  L.  
Lev i t an ,  B lack  Ca t  Pr ess ,  1 9 8 3 .  An oth er  i n t e r es t i n g  sou rc e  of  i n f or ma t ion  ab ou t  min i a tu re  

b ook s  an d  p os t ag e  s t amp s  i s  t h e  occas i on a l  p er i od i ca l  ‘Co l l ec t i n g  Min i a tu re  Bo ok s ’ ,  N u mb er  

1 5 ,  May 2 0 0 7 ,  b y Rob er t  C .  Brad b u ry.  Nu mb er  1 5  con t a in s  a  ch ron o logi ca l  l i s t  o f  1 2 3  
min i a tu re  b o ok s  wi th  p os t ag e  s t amp s  b egin n in g  wi th  Fi v e  Am er i can  Imm o r t a l s  p u b l i sh ed  i n  

1 9 4 0  th rou gh  t o  Bob  Hop e Mem or i a l ,  p u b l i sh ed  i n  2 0 05 .  Ho w man y n ew b ook s  c ou ld  p oss ib ly  

b e  ad d ed  t o  t h e  l i s t  p ro vid ed  f r om Nu mb er  1 5 ?  S en d  me y ou r  i n f orma t i on  an d  I wi l l  ad d  t h em 
to  t h e  l i s t  an d  i n c lu d e  t h e  c o mp le t e  l i s t  i n  a  fu tu r e  i s su e  of  t h e  Mic rob ib l i op h i l e .  

 

 

What A Great Idea:  

Guess What They Do in Dublin Each Year? By Jim Brogan 

 

     Several  weeks ago,  Angel ika Jaeck o f Berl in,  Germany sent  an emai l  

message to  me about a  ‘spec ia l  th ing’ that  they do in Dublin  each year .  

‘Dubl in:  One City,  One  Book’ is  a  program that  encourages everyone  to  read 

the same book during the month of  Apr il  each year .  The 2011 book is  The 

Ghost  Ligh t  by Joseph O’Connor.  There  are  also coordina ted l i terary events 

he ld to  fac i l i ta te  interes t  and par t icipat ion wi th  ‘One City,  One Book ’ .  

Actual ly,  Dublin  i s  one  of four  ci t ies  tha t  a re  designated  as a  UNESCO ‘Ci ty 

of Litera ture’ ;  the other  three are Edinburg,  Sco t land,  Melbourne,  Austra l ia ,  

and  Iowa Ci ty,  Iowa.  The program book is  a  regular  sized book but  my 

thoughts went toward ‘how would something l ike this work wi th a  minia ture 

book’?  I  invite  you to  cont r ibute your  thoughts about ho w this  type  of p rogram 

may work for  a  se lect ion of a  minia ture book or  a  set  o f  books ,  i . e .  maybe a 

collect ing genre or  a  speci a l  type of book.  Give i t  a  thought and send me your  

comments and suggest ions.   

     I  bought a  copy of Ghost  Light  and wi l l  give i t  a  read  before  I  ge t  to  the 

Conclave ,  who can ever  tel l  i f  you may get  on the ‘hop -on hop -off’ bus and 

that  person sea ted nex t  to  you may have par t icipated in the ‘One Ci ty,  One 

Book’ reading program.  What a  way to  star t  a  conversat ion.   

 

 

MEET THE COLLECTOR: 

Where Are the Collectors?   By Jim Brogan 
 

     I  am a pat ient  man ,  I  am st i l l  wai t ing to  open the mai l  one day and read a 

tale  o f adventure and inspirat ion from a minia ture book co llector .   Ho w did 

you get  inte rested  in miniature bo oks?  What ho lds your  interest?  What  was  

your  greatest  f ind,  most  enjoyable,  most  maddening,  and most  tear ful?  There 

must  be a  whole l ibrary out  there,  ful l  o f  interes t ing stor ies  to  be shared .  

     I f  your  phone r ings one  day,  i t  may be me call ing you to  s ol ici t  a  good 

story.  
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MEET THE BOOKSELLER: 

Gail Curry 

 

     When J im Brogan asked  me to  be the fea tured bookse ller  for  this  issue of 

the Microb ibl iophi le ,  my f ir st  reac tion was,  “Why me? I  j ust  do  this for  the 

fun.” Then as I  thought about i t ,  and real ized I  am lucky.  I  do e njoy this 

business o f  sel l ing books –  very much so .  

     I  have a lways  loved  books,  but  never  considered “formal ly” col lec t ing 

them unti l  I  jo ined  a book collec tor ’s s tudy group shor t ly a fter  moving to  

Texas more  than 30 years ago .  My new neighbor ,  a t  the t ime ,  invited me to  

join the Amer ican Associat ion of Univers i ty Women (AAUW). She was  

star t ing a new s tudy group for  book co llectors.  She sa id  I  l iked  ant iques  and 

books,  so  I  should give i t  a  t ry.  That  was the beginning.  

     When I  became chair  of the Book Collec tors ,  I  remember cal l ing the 

Grol ier  Club in New York for  guidance.  They pointed me in the direct ion of  

the Humani t ies Research Center  (HRC) at  the Universi ty o f Texas,  in Aust in,  a  

good choice.  We s tudied  a di fferent  book-co llect ing  ca tegory each  month.  Out  

of this  group evolved the annual  AAUW Book Fair ,  which by the way is  st i l l  

ongoing along wi th a  Collector ’s Corner  and catalog.  I  learned a  lo t  about  

research,  which I  love,  dur ing this t ime .  

     The  top ic o f one study group sess ion that  I  led  was miniature books.  I  was 

fascina ted wi th them. This t ime I  cal led Mir iam Irwin for  some advice –  

def ini te ly a  good  choice .  The Miniature Book Socie ty had recently  been 

formed.  Mir iam sent  me many mater ials ,  which were very he lpful .  I  s t i l l  have 

those i tems and  have consul ted them many t imes over  the  years.  Our group 

went  to  Dal las to  view a  f ine col lec t ion of  minia ture books a t  SMU, including 

some tha t  be longed to  Stanley Marcus.  I  a l so led a  chi ldren’s book sess ion 

wi th  excel lent  advice from Helen Young er  o f  Alephbet  Books in New York.  

These were busy years,  raising three children wi th  al l  o f the ir  assoc iated  

games,  lessons,  meetings and count less hours o f  vo lunteer ing.  The books 

provided a  wonder ful  respi te .  

     Therefore,  you can see how it  evolved.  I  i ssued my fir s t  (o f 30)  ca talogs in  

1988.  Al though i t  conta ined  mostly chi ldren’s books,  several  minia ture books 

were l i s ted,  as  there  wo uld  be more minia tures in a l l  o f the ensuing ca ta logs.  

In between,  I  i ssued a fe w ca ta logs  on Alaska,  where we l ived f or  five years.  

After  moving to  the Kansa s Ci ty a rea,  I  began  to  issue ca ta logs  wi th just  

minia ture  books.  I t  i s  very easy to  cross  the  l ine from chi ldren’s books to  

minia ture  books.  As Wilbur  Macey Stone  once said  so wel l ,  
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     “…the virus o f  the  des ire  t o  co llect  miniature books for  children spread in 

my bookish ve ins  and I  became a hopeless case,  to  my great  sat is fac t ion and 

joy.” ( fro m The Dolphin ,  Winter  1941) .  

     Thank you for  giving me the opportunity to  ref lect  on these wonder ful  

experiences.   

 

 Ed i t or ’ s  Not e :  Ga i l  i s  cu r r en t l y c omp i l i n g  a  r es ou rc e  on  Sh e r lock  H o lm es  min i a tu r e  b ook s .  

Sh e  en cou ra g es  an d  we lco mes  you r  i n p u t .  In  p a r t i cu la r ,  s h e  i s  lo ok in g  f o r  1 0  min i a tu re  b o ok s  

f r om th e  Gh os t  R i v er  Pr es s  i n  Tu cson ,  AZ,  ca .  1 9 9 2 ,  a s  we l l  a s  Ch r i s t ma s  Ma rke t :  A  

Min ia tu re  An th olo g y  b y A.  L .  Sh ea rn ,  Emb er  Pr e ss ,  i n  Su r rey ,  En glan d ,  1 9 5 8 ,  Th e  Pra ct i ca l  

Ha n d b o ok  o f  Bee  Cu l tu re …, th e  Th ree  P ip es  Press  o f  G ra p h ic s  I ,  i n  Rac in e ,  Wi ,  1 9 8 0  an d  a  

Bo o k lo ver ’s  Ca lend a r  2 00 3 ,  Ki t emau g P re ss .  Th er e  a r e  o t h ers ,  u n d ou b ted ly so me th a t  a re  n o t   

ye t  on  h e r  l i s t .  P l ea s e  c on t ac t  Ga i l  a t  cu r r y . ga i l@a t t . n e t  o r  ca l l  9 1 3 .6 8 1 .04 5 9 .  

 

 

MEET THE PUBLISHER:   

Tony Firman 

 

      I  grew up  in England,  where the high school  I  went to  was ess ent ial ly a  

trade school.  There I  learned  such useful  skil l s  as bookbind ing and  

woodworking.  I  then went  to  engineer ing school  on an apprent iceship  program, 

where,  in addi t ion to  academic engineer ing subjects,  I  learned pract ical  ski l l s  

in  us ing more hand a nd machine too ls.  All  th is  made me a handy sor t  o f  chap!  

After  engineer ing school,  I  moved to  Canada,  and go t  a  job as a  field  engineer .  

However ,  the co mpany soon learned that  I  was able to  communica te bet ter  than 

most  engineers are ab le to ,  so  I  was put  to  work training customers and  o ther  

employees ,  and develop ing technica l  manuals.  I  moved  on to  work  exclusively 

in  technical  communica t ion:  develop ing user  guides,  b rochures,  technica l  

manuals,  and a l l  the o ther  publ ica t ions used in industry.   

     Along the way,  I  moved  to  the Uni ted States  and marr ied my American 

wife .  We are bo th avid readers,  and  soon accumulated a large l ibrary.  After  a  

whi le ,  this  l ibrary s tar ted needing maintenance,  so  I  dug out  my o ld 

bookbinding ski l l s ,  and star ted  developing new o nes.  S ince I  was no t  sure at  

f irs t  ho w much b inding I  would be doing,  I  was reluc tant  to  spend  a lot  of 

money on equipment,  so  I  made my own.  Eventually I  s tar ted offer ing my 

bookbinding services to  other  people,  and then offer ing tra ining in bas ic  

bookbinding.  After  los ing my las t  job in industry ,  I  dec ided tha t  i t  was  

unl ike ly that  I  would find another  one l ike  tha t  any t ime soon,  so I  decided to  

go wi th bookbind ing ful l  t ime.  

     Whi le  do ing some research in  the  Rare Book Room at  a  local  univers i ty 

(Univers i ty o f  Nor th Texas)  I  met Ed ward Hoyenski .  He  was very interested in 

my work,  and asked i f  I  had  done any work in miniature books.  “No,”  I  said ,  

mailto:curry.gail@att.net
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“what are minia ture books?” So he showed be the univers i ty’s  collec t ion,  and 

got  me interested.  I  went home  and tr ied my hand at  a  few minia ture books.  

Edward approved,  and encouraged me to  join the MBS. My interest  grew 

rapidly,  and soon I  dec ided to  launch P lum Park Press,  to  publ ish a  l ine of 

classic  books  in miniature edi t ions wi th appropr iate  bind ings.  ( In c identa l ly,  

the Press ge ts  i ts  name f rom our  l i t t le  estate ,  P lum Park,  jus t  outside For t  

Worth,  Texas.)  

     I  soon real ized  tha t  t radit iona l  bookbind ing equipment  i s  very cumbersome 

for  making miniatures,  so  I  developed a  set  o f  minia ture equipment along 

tradi t ional  l ines .  Other  people expressed an inte res t  in these ,  so  I  now sell  

these tools  as well  as  books.    

 

Con tac t  i n forma t ion :  Ton y Fi rman ,  Ton y F i rman  Bo ok b in d in g ,  P .O.  B ox 5 0 7 .  Has l e t  T X 7 6 0 5 2  

ema i l :  Ton yFi r man @earh t l i n k .n e t    

 

 

BookShelves: ( Th e n ew n am e fo r  ou r  r egu la r  f ea tu re  ab ou t  mu seu ms  an d  b o ok s h op s )  

W.W. Hagerty Library,  Drexel  University ,  Phi la delphia,  PA 

 

      I  am a lways  interested in meet ing new people espec ia l ly ‘miniature book 

people ’.  The l ibrary i s  located  in the do wnto wn sec tion of the c i ty at  the  

intersect ion of 33rd and Market  Street .  I t  o ffers the universi ty communi ty a  

center  for  study and learning supported  by subject -expert  l ibrar ians  and 

focused col lect ions .  The  universi ty archivis t  Rob Sieczkiewicz  was  a  most  

cordia l  host  dur ing our  vis i t  wi th the miniature  book collec t ion.  I t  is  somewhat 

interes t ing to  go to  a  la rge univers i ty t o  look at  a  miniature book col lec t ion 

and  walk through a room wi th three hundred young people cl icking away on 

their  lap tops ,  pounding away at  electronic media ,  and my reason for  being 

there i s  to  look a t  pr inted books that  are  no la rger  than 3  inches x 3  inches.    

     The  col lect ion i s  relat ively smal l ,  less than 100  vo lumes but  true to  form 

you always  are able to  see something tha t  you have not  seen before whi le  

learning a lesson  a t  the same t ime.  The f ir st  vo lume I  was  ab le to  unwrap,  each 

book is  kept  in a  smal l  a rchiva l  pouch tha t  i s  t ied wi th a  r ibbon to  protect  the 

book,  was St .  Ar i thmet icus,  by the  Kitemaug Press.  How does a  book l ike this 

f ind i ts  way in to  a  universi ty co llect ion,  we may never  kno w, Rob was not  sure 

when the minia tures  came to  the l ibrary as i t  pre -dated his a rr iva l .  I  looked  at  

several  d i ffe rent  St .  Onge  volumes tha t  are par t  of the col lec t ion  and then to  

my surpr ise  the next  pouch contained  The Lead Pencil ,  by Peter  and Donna  

Thomas,  this  was  a  book  I  had never  seen before .  Another  interes t ing piece of 

information was wi thin the colophon for  The  Sea ,  pub lished  by Dawson’s  in 

1962.  Normally the  page  would s tate  something l ike 250 copies pr inted or  

1000 copies pr inted by the publisher ;  here the message was ‘about  200 copies 

pr inted’ .  There was  a lso  a  copy of the Tom Thumb Song Book,  p r inted by the 

or igina l  I sa iah Tho mas Bookstore in Worchester ,  MA. in 1946 ,  the shop  has 

subsequently relocated to  Cotui t ,  MA.    
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     Overa ll  t ime wel l  spent  be ing ab le to  see  another  co llec t ion,  share som e 

information about minia ture books,  and make a new acquaintance.  Look around 

your  town;  vis i t  a  bookshop  or  l ib rary to  see what i s  new or  old  and 

interes t ing.  Send us your  s tory so we can  share wi th  everyone .   

  

 

Book Fact:   The largest  book in the world ,  a  copy of the Trip itaka ,  the  

sacred Buddhis t  text  tha t  inc ludes Buddha 's  teachings,  i s  inscr ibed on 729 

marble  s labs,  each 3 .5 '  × 5 '  ×  5" ,  and occupies a  thi r teen -acre si te  on the 

grounds of the Kuthodaw pagoda  in Mandalay,  Burma.  

 

 

Dublin A Special Place: by Jim Brogan 

 

     Sometime too many things f al l  in to  p lace not  to  think that  there i s  some 

grand  scheme to  the order  o f things to  come.  Dublin is  the  ci ty for  the MBS 

Conclave  this year .  As I  am a lways  looking for  things to  read I  came across 

two inte rest ing per iodical  ar t icles about Dubl in that  I  thought may add to  you r  

tr ip  p lanning process.   They wi l l  both provide you wi th some insight  in to  the 

ci ty o f  Dublin  and what Dubl in,  the grand o ld c i ty has to  o ffer .  You would not  

want  to  trave l  a l l  the  way to  Dublin  and then f ind out  when you go t  home you 

missed so mething.  

     The  fir s t  publ ica t ion was the February 2011 issue  of Travel  and Leisure  

magazine.  The ar t icle  i s  more about the c i ty in genera l  and what i t  has to  offer  

than books  per  say.  Ho wever ,  t he author  o f the a r t ic le  does  mention some of 

the great  haunts wi thin the Temple Bar  sec tion of the ci ty as wel l  as a  mini  

guide to  severa l  f ine eater ies.  You have to  take a  walk a long the Grand Canal  

as well  as  s top in  for  a  vis i t  a t  Francis Bacon’s stud i o.  The St .  S tephen’s 

Green i s  descr ibed as  a  luxur iant  patch of gentle  vegeta t ion at  the  center  of 

Dubl in,  ano ther  p lace to  stop  and jus t  enjoy the day.  “Dublin  i s  a  place,  I  was 

told ,  where you could have your  cup  of tea,  walk in the mis t  or  rain,  come 

home,  and read a book –  a  place where you could be a  scho lar .”  Take an 

armchair  tour  wi th www.trave landle isure.com/guides/dublin  before you star t  

your  tr ip  and vis i t  this  great  tour  guide for  more  information.   

     The  second i tem of interest  appeared as I  paged  through the most  current  

issue  of Fine Books  and Col lect ions  magazine .  Another  ar t icle  about Dublin,  

th is  one mostly related to  the author ’s trave ls thru the ci ty in search of  ‘book 

stuff’ .  The  author  crosses  through Trinity Col lege  courtyard ,  

www.bookofkell s . ie  and  then a  short  walk upsta i rs  to  the Long Room,  a  s ight  

to  behold ,  I  can say that  you wi l l  never  forget  the visua l  impact  o f a  room 200  

feet  long,  two s tor ies  high wi th a  vaul ted cei l ing and 200,00 0 books.  Dubl in 

http://www.travelandleisure.com/guides/dublin
http://www.bookofkells.ie/
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deserves a  wri ter ’s  museum.  Four  Nobel  Pr ize winners cal led Dubl in home; 

Yeats ,  Heaney,  Beckett ,  and Shaw.  A ‘must  vis i t  p lace’ fo r  anyone  who wants 

to  discover ,  exp lore and  enjoy D ubl in’s l i te rary her i tage.  Take a sneak preview 

at  th is  loca tion;  www.writersmuseum.com  and enjoy your  visi t .  I f  you want  to  

touch the books you must  s top in  at  the Cathach Book shop,  www.rarebooks. ie ,  

maybe af ter  a  cup of  tea  and a scone a long the way.  Wear  your  walking shoes,  

there i s  a  lot  to  see regarding books and l i tera ture in Dubl in,  t ry the 

www.dubl inpubcrawl .com for  another  adventure .  Do no t  forge t  to  get  a  good 

map so  you wi l l  know where you are going .  You wi l l  need more than a day to  

take in the ful l  p icture ,  p lan accord ingly.  Also,  many of the ‘street  s igns ’ are 

at tached to  the build ing on the corner  o f the s treet  ra ther  than on separa te  

poles or  hanging wi th the tra ff ic  s ignals .  

     The  ar t ic le  presented  in the magazine i s  very good.  More detai l  than you 

would expect ,  cer tainly keeping your  interes t  and al l  about  books .  You can get  

a  preview of  the  magazine or  order  a  copy of  the magazine  at  the ir  web si te :  

www.finebooksmagazine.com to ge t  the ful l  s to ry.  As an added bonus,  they 

also have  a b log sec tion assoc ia ted wi th their  publicat ion,  which  i s  jus t  ful l  o f 

great  s tu ff.  One last  p iece o f information from the i ssue:  There  i s  a lso mention 

of a  spec ial  repor t ,  in  the elect ronic  version of  the magazine  about  two of our  

fr iends,  Pe ter  and Donna Thomas and  the ir  t ravels in the ‘ gypsy wagon’ .   

 

 

CATALOGUES RECEIVED: 

 

Bromer  Booksel ler s,  New York Book Fair  19  pages,  51  i tems offered including 

9 miniatures,  i l lustrated  color  catalog wi th exce llent  

descr ipt ions and references ,  pr inted on high quali ty glossy 

paper ,  Boston,  MA, e -mail :  books@bromer .com,  

www.bromer .com        

 

Tracy Bradbury Minia ture Books,  Catalogue  #56 ,  14 pages,  186 

minia ture  i tems offered ,  inc luding 8 addi t ional  reference 

books,  b lack and whi te  presenta t ion wi th severa l  fine 

i l lus tra t ions,  a l l  books  organized by press name,   Brooklyn,  

NY, e -mail :  bradburyminibooks@gmai l .com  

 

If  you do not  already ge t  a  copy of these great  cata logues 

contac t  the bookse llers  direc t ly,  they wi l l  be more than happy 

to  send one along to  you  

 

http://www.writersmuseum.com/
http://www.rarebooks.ie/
http://www.dublinpubcrawl.com/
http://www.finebooksmagazine.com/
mailto:books@bromer.com
http://www.bromer.com/
mailto:bradburyminibooks@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Boston Book and Paper  Expo,  Boston,  M A, May 7,  2011 ,  Shriner ’s  Audi tor ium,  

Wilmington,  MA, www.bookandpaperexpo .com  

 

Spring Philadelphia Vintage  Book and Ephemera  Fa ir ,  Grea ter  Philadelphia 

Expo Center ,  Oaks,  PA,  May 21,  2011    

 

Ann Arbor  Antiquar ian Book Fair ,  Ann Arbor ,  MI,  May 22,  2011,  

www.annarborbookfai r .com 

 

New England Antiquarian Book Fair ,  Evere tt  Arena,  Concord ,  NH, June 5,  

2011  

 

PBFA Antiquarian Book Fair ,  Hote l  Russel ,  London,  England ,  June 5,  2011,  

www.pbfa.org  

 

PBFA Antiquarian Book Fair ,  London Novotel ,  London,  England,  J une 10,  

2011,  www.pbfa .org  

 

Georgia Antiquarian Book Fair ,  Cobb County Civic Center ,  Mar ie t ta ,  GA, June 

11-12,  2011 ,  www.gaba.com 

 

Twin Cit ies Book Fair ,  Minneso ta State  Fa irgrounds,  St .  Paul ,  MN, June 24 -

25,  2011   

 

Coopers town Ant iquar ian Book Fair ,  Clark Spor ts Center ,  Coopers town,  NY,  

June 25,  2011   

 

Grand Conclave XXIX, Miniature Book Society 

July 29 – August 1 s t ,  Dublin, Ireland 

www.mbs.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bookandpaperexpo.com/
http://www.annarborbookfair.com/
http://www.pbfa.org/
http://www.pbfa.org/
http://www.gaba.com/
../../../../../../../../../../../Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.mbs.org
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PUBLICATIONS EXCHANGED: 

 

Book Source Magazine ,  Volume 27,  Number 3 ,  2007  Syosset t  Drive ,  

Cazenovia,  NY, 13035  John C.  Huckans ,  Edi tor  and  Publisher ,  lo ts  o f news 

about many book subjec ts and events  as well  as  several  interest ing special  

features  and auct ion happenings,  publ ishe d b i -monthly,  i f  you happen to  look 

at  th is  i ssue there i s ,  in fact ,  an ar t icle  about the  Microbibl iophi le .  

www.booksourcemagazine.com                                                                        

Fine Books and Col lec t ions Magazine ,  (Spr ing 2011 ) ,  9 .2  publ ished Quarter ly,  

wi th  a  monthly elect ronic newslet ter  also avai lable ,  a  grea t  source of 

information and enjoyment,  4905 P ine Cone Dr ive #2,  Durham, NC 27707,  

Rebecca Rego Bar ry Edi tor ,  www.finebooksmagazine .com  

Fel lowship of  American Bibl iophi l ic  Soc iet ies ,  Vol.  XV No.  1  (Winter  2011)  ,  

membership informat ion & ac tivi t ies,  a ff i l ia ted club news,  book  information,  

contac t  information:  Kay Michael  Kramer,  1717  Wi nesap Lane,  Kirkwood,  MO 

63122 USA ed itor@fabsbooks.org  

Miniature Book Socie ty  Newslet ter ,  No 86 March 2011,  membership 

information,  ac t ivi t ies ,  and  miniature book informat ion;                                                                         

newsle t ter  contac t:   Joan Bor ing,  Editor  3204 Wild wood Road,  Middle town,  

OH 45042 USA joan-bor ing@yahoo.co m       www.mbs.org       

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

../../../../../../../../../Application%20Data/VolXXXN2/WIP/www.booksourcemagazine.com
../../../../../../../../../Application%20Data/VolXXXN2/WIP/www.finebooksmagazine.com
../../../../../../../../../../../Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/editor@fabsbooks.org
mailto:joan-boring@yahoo.com
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CLASSIFIED WISH LISTS: 

 

As a  feature  for subscr ibers,  the Microbibliophi le  wi l l  offer a  classif ied 

l i st ing service with each issue.  We do not  plan,  at  this t ime,  to  charge  for 

this service .  Each message should be no more  than 250 characters.  Send 

your information to the Editor for inc lusion in the next  i ssue .  

 

Neale Albert  is  looking for  two miniature books  by As ao Hoshino --  Kwaidan  

and  Ichiaku No Suna ,  and for  the  special  edi t ions o f the As ao Hoshino books.  

" I  am thinking of do ing a Hoshino b ibl iography ” .   

Contac t  informat ion:  nma8156@yahoo.com 

 

Kather ine Bakunas i s  looking for  the pr inted  (or igina l  paper)  cop ies o f the 

ear ly MBS Newslet ter s,  pr ior  to  October  o f  1989 ,  contact  informat ion:  

kkbakunas@gmai l .co m 

 

Karen Nyman is  looking for  3  volumes she lacks  fro m The Cabinet  o f  Li l l iput ,  

by John Harr is .   Here are the missing t i t les :   Arthur and George,  Jacob the 

Fisherman,  e tc . ,  and  Jul ia  and the Dog ,  e tc .   Contac t  her  at  

karennyman2@cox.ne t  o r  cal l  619 -226-4441.  

 

Pat  Pistner  i s  looking for  28 Raheb books ( Mudlark Miniatures  and Li t t les t  

Library )  pub lished  in 1976 and 1977,  and  only 19 published through 2000.  

Contac t  informat ion:  pis tner@comcast .net .  

 

Caro line Brandt i s  looking for  two volumes in the Daisy & Dot ser ies by Aunt 

Fanny (Buffalo :  Breed & Lent , .1866):  DAISY Part  I I  and Dot .  Also DAISY Part  

I ,  as my copy has damage to  one  page of  te xt .  Call  804 -200-1260  or  wr ite  1500 

Westbrook Ct.  #1109,  Richmond,  VA 23227  

 

Gai l  Curry i s  looking for  severa l  di fferent  books  please  read the ‘want l i st ’  

included a t  the end of  her  ar t ic le  ‘Meet the Bookse ller ’    

 

Darleen Cordova i s  looking for  the fo l lo wing Andre Kundig books:   Proverbs 

Bantous  (1956) ,  Pensees  du XVIII  s iec le  (1976) ,  Pensees de B.  Constan t  

(1980) ,  Pensees la  Musique  (1981) ,  Pensees le  Vin  (1984)  and Pensees l 'Amit ie  

(1988) .  Contact  information:  c .cordova@sbcglobal .ne t .  

 

 

mailto:kkbakunas@gmail.com
http://webmail.verizon.com/netmail/%22http:/mailto:karennyman2@cox.net%22
mailto:pistner@comcast.net
mailto:c.cordova@sbcglobal.net
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NEXT ISSUE PREVIEW :  ( to  be published July,  2011)  

 

Miniature Books and Trains ,  by J im Brogan  

Another  segment o f the mul t ipar t  ser ies  by Peter  Thomas  

Jake  Zeit len and  the  Big Red  Barn,  by Robert  F Orr  Hanson  

Book reviews and more about Dublin ,  I re land  

 

 

 

“Let me see, I  thought that I  saw the date of the deadline for the 

next issue of the Microbibliophi le somewhere, was it  here? I think 

the date is June 1,  yes here it  is ;  June 1 s t ,  I  am sure the editor 

wi l l  al low me a few extra days” 
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BUSINESS CARD ADVERTISING: 

 

Get the word out, no charge for placement ti ll  July 2011 

 

      

             

 

 

 

 

 

 
Karen Nyman, Miniature Books 

 Call or Email for a Free Catalog 
  

Phone: 619-226-4441               karennyman2@cox.net 
  

702 Rosecrans Street, San Diego CA  92106-3013 
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‘Riley’ the IRWS, Associate Editor,  

‘Getting ready for the Conclave & Dublin 

     
           

                 

                   Make your reservations for the MBS Conclave early! 
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Book Fact: 

Franklin Roosevelt and his wife Eleanor were collectors of miniature books. 

Miniature Books: 4,000 Years of Tiny Treasures (Abrams, 2007) 
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The Concord Fight 

  

The set is being offered at $25.00 plus $3.00 postage/handling by the Friends of 

the Concord MA Public Library. Checks for payment should be made out to the  

Friends -- Concord Public Library and mailed to: 

 

Polly Eaton 

18 Boxwood Circle 

Yarmouthport, MA 02675 

Email: pceaton@verizon.net Telephone (508) 362-8520 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published by Robert Naiva for the 1975 Bicentennial of one of the 

most significant events in American history. Offered as a 2 volume 

set, each book is 2 7/8” x 2” bound in a dark blue leather and 

housed in a blue cloth slipcase. The first book documents the 

account of the 1775 Concord battle by Amos Barrett, a Concord 

Minuteman. The second book outlines the personal recollections of 

the battle from the viewpoint of Jeremy Lister, a British army 

ensign. 

 

mailto:pceaton@verizon.net

